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Señora Ronchetto and a group of nine 
students traveled to Costa Rica for nine 
days this past June. They spent the first 
night in the capital, San José. The next 
day, they drove through a cloud forest 
and took a riverboat through the jungle 
to arrive at a lodge in Tortuguero Na-
tional Park, where they stayed for two 
nights. While there, they took a river-
boat tour of the national park, visited 
the Caribbean beaches where the green 
sea turtles come to nest, took a hike 
through the jungle, and were awakened 
by howler monkeys (Google the sound 
they make – not a comforting one to 
hear in the middle of the night!). On the 
way to their next destination, they went 
white water rafting on a river. They 
then continued on to Arenal Volcano 
where they stayed for two nights in 
cabins on the side of an active volcano. 
On Sunday, they went to a mass con-
ducted in Spanish in a beautiful church 
and then hiked to La Fortuna Waterfall 
– some of the students rode horses 
there. That evening, they soaked in the 
hot pools on the volcano. Before leav-
ing the volcano, they went zip-lining 
down the side of it through the jungle 
canopy. The next destination was the 
Guanacaste Coast (on the Pacific) 
where they stayed on the beach in ca-
banas for two nights. They spent one 
day enjoying the beach and visiting the 
local town. Finally, they drove to the 
town of Sarchí, which is the hub of 
Costa Rica’s arts and crafts trade, and 
back to San José. This last evening in 
Costa Rica, they went to a folklore 
dance show and dinner and returned 
home the following day. It was an 
amazing experience for all of the trav-
elers! 
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will be manning the ship as our new Director of 
Institutional Advancement.  Dawn Akerman is 
surely not new to Mac, but is in a new position 
this year as our administrative assistant in our 
Advancement office.  Ms. Meredith Pauley is 
replacing Mr. Geary, Ms. Davilla, and Judy Pilar-
ski  in the Spanish department as well as assisting 
in girls soccer in the spring.  Ms. Pauley also 
brings to McNamara a passion for teaching as 
well as a knack for getting students to think on a 
high intellectual level.  Mrs. Judy Jones also is a 
new faculty member this year.  Mrs. Jones is 
coming to us from St. Francis De Sales in Chi-
cago.  She is replacing Ken Klipp who retired 
early this summer.  She will be teaching our biol-
ogy and anatomy and physiology courses.  We 
are fortunate to have these ladies on our staff.  I 
would also extend a warm welcome and I am 
grateful to all of our new teachers and staff for 
their dedication and commitment to Catholic edu-
cation. 
 
I am very pleased with the start to the new school 
year.  I am truly blessed with the wonderful op-
portunity to lead McNamara into a bright future.  
I look forward to the months and years to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kurt F. Weigt 
Principal 
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Bishop McNamara Catholic High School Huddle Club presents the  
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Friday, September 10, 2010 
7:00 p.m. - 11 :00 p.m. 

Hilton Garden Inn Kankakee 
455 Riverstone Parkway, Kankakee 

 
TOP PRIZE $3,000.00 

Other Cash Prizes totaling more than $2,000.00 
will be awarded. 

Maximum of 400 tickets will be sold. 
 

Tickets are $100 each and admit two people (food 
and drinks included) 

MUST BE 21 OR OVER 
 

For tickets call Tom Vollmer at 815-928-9769 or 815-405-8678. 
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