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Friends of Bishop McNamara, 

Over the summer I was going through some of the books I have in my personal library 
and I came across one of my favorites and decided to re-read it.  The book is entitled 
“The Mulligan.” “The Mulligan” is a story of Paul, a man whose business success 
overshadows his life of poor choices. On the 9th green during a golf tournament, Paul had 
a meltdown. At that moment a comment was made to him, “What you just did may have 
as much to say about your life as your game.” And that is when Paul met the Old Pro. The 
Old Pro then proceeds to help Paul not only with his golf game, but with his life.

The Old Pro introduces Paul to the “Ultimate Mulligan.” In golf a mulligan is like a do-
over. In a friendly game of golf, if you have a terrible shot, the person playing with you 
may say to you “take a mulligan,” thus allowing you to hit the shot again without a 
penalty. During one of the rounds with Paul, the Old Pro asked Paul if he would like to 
know more about God. Paul was not really interested in that conversation, but had more 
interest in finding about the mulligans in life. The Old Pro proceeded to tell Paul this: 
“Well, God and mulligans go together because He offers the greatest mulligan of all time. 
After all, He forgives us for our sins—our mistakes. His mulligan works just like a mulligan 
on the first tee. You can’t purchase one (unless you are playing in a charity event) or take 
one by yourself. It has to be offered to you by one of your playing partners. God, from 
the beginning of time has wanted to be our life-playing partner.” 

The Old Pro then asked Paul, “Do you think you are as good as God?” Paul admittedly 
exclaimed, “Of course not!” “God is perfection!” The Old Pro then made the following 
analogy. “Okay then, why don’t we give God a score of one hundred. Then we will give 
criminal a score of five. Mother Teresa gets a ninety-five. Now for you Paul, you are 
struggling, but deep down you have a good heart and are trying to get on our way.  I’d 
say give you a sixty-five right now. You see, Paul, God gave us the Ultimate Mulligan – He 
sent down His Son to earth to make up the difference between our score and one 
hundred. That’s what grace and forgiveness of our wrong doings is all about. 

I leave you with a few of the Old Pro’s reminders:
•

• God requires a perfect round and we all fall short of that score.
• He sent Jesus to play the perfect round for us. Then He died on the cross for 

everyone, thus paying the penalty and was resurrected. In essence, Jesus signed the 
score card, all we have to do is attest it and we get to turn it in as ours, that’s what 
grace and forgiveness are all about.

• God’s “Ultimate Mulligan” is our personal relationship with Jesus. It is He that gives us 
second chances from the first tee to the last hole.

Peace,
Terry Granger 
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The Bishop McNamara Big Brother/Big Sister program 
pairs upperclassmen with incoming freshmen to help 

them feel welcome!  This year’s incoming freshmen class 
of 103 students is off to a great start for the 2017-18 

academic year. 

The Pre-K4 students observed 
a giant silk worm like the one 

in “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar!” 

The Kindergarten class 
completed a Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears-
inspired STEM challenge.  

They planned, created, 
and tested on their own! 

1st grade is observing 
insects in the classroom. 

The kids were so excited to 
watch a praying mantis 

hunt for food.

2nd graders took time to 
bless each other by 

making the sign of the 
cross on each other’s 

foreheads during an all-
school prayer service. 

3rd graders are busy 
practicing their math facts 

while playing a learning 
center game.

The 4th graders are hard at 
work using primary and 

secondary sources to 
compare accommodations 

aboard the Titanic! 

The 6th grade class 
completed a tower-

building STEM challenge 
using only masking tape 

and newspaper!

The 5th grade class did 
their first Breakout.edu of 
the year and were all able 

to solve all of the clues and 
received their “Ticket to 

Learn!”

Junior high students challenged their 
creativity with the art version of 

Chopped. Students split into teams 
and were given bags of random 

materials to make come up with a 
piece of original art!


