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 IRISH GOLF CLASSIC KEN KLIPP CLASSIC 5K HOMECOMING 2017
 July 7th August 19th September 29th

Mark Your Calendars For These Events!

Bottom Row (left to right): Jared Born ’19 – son of Mike ’89 and Tracy Born, Wesley Provost ’20 – son of Clayton 
and Leanne Grise ’94 Provost, Sarah Littrell ’20 – daughter of Joel ’90 and Jackie Breault ’93 Litrell; Top Row (left 
to right): Kaylee Suprenant ’18 – daughter of Matt and Tricia Surprenant, Kellen Saindon ’19 – son of Curt ’83 and 
Kathy Mroz ’86 Saindon, Faith Provost ’19 – daughter of Haven and Anna Provost, Nick Viglia ’20 – son of Nick and 
Caroline Ramirez ’90 Viglia, Andrew Carr ’20 – son of Kenneth and Marlene Thompson ’87 Carr.
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daughters and sons, classmates and friends, all connected 
by the transformational experience that is Bishop McNamara. 
We are a people that live lives of faith, leadership, and 
service. Generations of young adults have passed through 
the hallways of Bishop McNamara immersed in a rigorous 
faith-filled education that shaped and formed them as 
members of the “Long Green Line.” These common values 
take the form of shared experiences that make us appreciate 
not only Bishop McNamara, but one another as members of 
the “Long Green Line.”

I am often asked how I would describe a Bishop McNamara 
graduate in the present. My response is that a Bishop McNa-
mara graduate is open to growth and new ideas, intellectually 
competent, religious, and committed to giving back to society 
by their willingness to serve others. My guess is that all of 
us as Irish alumni, no matter the era, would recognize these 
characteristics as values ingrained in us during our time here 
at Bishop McNamara.

We cannot continue to do what we do without the never-
ending support and prayers from you, the Irish alumni. This 
has been consistently demonstrated through our annual 
fund each and every year. The 2016-17 annual fund is no 
different. To all of you who have graciously committed to 
a donation, I say “thank you” on behalf of the Bishop Mc-
Namara community. If you have not yet given a gift to our 
annual fund, I ask that you prayerfully consider doing so.  
There has not been a better time to further our mission than 
now. Through your generous gifts, you help us provide to 
those that truly desire a Bishop McNamara education and 
experience. In time, they too will become fellow-members 
of the “Long Green Line.”

May God continue to bless you and your families! 
Go Irish!

Terry Granger ’76
President
Bishop McNamara Catholic School

Dear Fellow Alumni,
It has been about six months since my last letter to 

you. At that time, I asked for your prayers in support of 
our new local school regionalization plan and I believe 
we got them!  I was blessed to attend the first Mass held 
where all Bishop McNamara Catholic School students in 
grades Kindergarten through twelve were present and it 
was truly a sight to behold. Thank you for your support 
and keep the prayers coming.

As you will see in this edition of the Irish Update, a multitude of class 
reunions were held this past fall, including my own.  I hope everyone had 
as good of a time as I did reuniting with some folks I had not seen in such 
a long time. Homecoming was a popular time for class reunions. I would 
like to give my personal thanks to the Irish Alumni Association Board 
for coordinating the Friday night homecoming events for our alumni and 
friends. I also applaud all of you who were involved in organizing your 
class reunions. It takes a lot of planning and effort to reunite classmates 
and it’s worth every minute of it. 

The alumni association board is looking forward to seeing many of you at 
one or more of our upcoming events: 

•	31st Annual Irish Golf Classic - We will kick off the summer by host-
ing our 31st Annual Irish Golf Classic on Friday, July 7th. This outing is our 
largest fundraising effort. Dollars raised from this event help support the cost 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT Terry Granger

FROM OUR ALUMNI PRESIDENT Terry Memenga

Dear Bishop McNamara Alumni 
and Friends,

On Thursday, February 2nd, 
during our annual celebration of 
Catholic Schools Week, an historic 
event took place here at Bishop 
McNamara. For the very first 
time, all students, roughly 900 in 

all, ranging from grades kindergarten to twelve, gathered to 
celebrate Mass in our gymnasium. I could not help but think of 
how blessed we are, here at Bishop McNamara, as I witnessed 
the kindergarten children enter our front doors.  Their eyes 
were as big as fifty cent pieces. Our high school students 
graciously, with all sincerity and caution, assisted them to 
their respective locations in the gym. Then, as we celebrated 
the Eucharist as one community, I could not help but be filled 
with emotion. This moment in time was a culmination of all 
the complex work put in by many in our community to bring 
to life a new meaning to Catholic education. It was truly an 
awesome sight!

As the day progressed, I could not stop thinking about this 
experience and my thoughts quickly went to those of us who 
are considered Irish alumni and how this very special event 
relates to all of us. The term that came to mind was the “Long 
Green Line.” I suppose you could insert any school color and 
apply it to any school with a rich tradition and history to evoke 
some sort of recognition or response. At first glance the “Long 
Green Line” as it applies to Bishop McNamara begins with 
the rich tradition of education that started in 1922 with the 
establishment of St. Patrick’s, then with St. Patrick Central in 
1956, and in 1964 Bishop McNamara. Today, in 2017, even 
though we have taken on a new mission of educating students 
ranging from ages 3 to 18, we are still Bishop McNamara 
and we will continue to add members to the “Long Green 
Line” every year.

Irish alumni are grandparents, mothers and fathers, 
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of producing and mailing the fall and spring editions of the Irish Update that 
are sent to households of over 6,000 alumni and friends. Dollars raised are 
also used to provide an annual scholarship, to provide a parting gift for all our 
senior graduating students, and to assist in hosting the Dorothy and Romy 
Hammes Hall of Honor reception.

•	4th Annual Ken Klipp Classic - Following the golf outing is our 4th 
Annual Ken Klipp Classic, which will be held on Saturday, August 19th. This 
popular event brings back runners from near and far and provides two annual 
scholarships from proceeds of this event. 

•	Homecoming 2017 - Homecoming will be held the weekend of 
September 29th and 30th. Many class reunions gather during this nostalgic 
weekend.  The alumni association board sponsors the annual Friday night 
homecoming tent and post-game gathering. 

All these events are great ways to spend time with fellow alumni and friends. 
Please don’t wait to reserve your golf foursomes or register for the Ken Klipp 
Classic. Entry forms and details are included in this Update. 

As the first year of our new Catholic school system draws to a close, I ask 
you to please keep our graduating seniors in your thoughts and prayers as 
they will soon begin the next chapter in their lives. We will wholeheartedly 
welcome them into their new status as fellow alumni.  

Irish Blessings,
Terry Memenga ’81
Irish Alumni Association Board President

IRISH
UPDATE

 is published 
twice yearly by the 

Irish Alumni Association
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We give thanks to ALL OUR TEACHERS at Bishop McNamara Catholic School!
We appreciate everything you do, each and every day for our students. 

Featured below are our teachers who are Bishop McNamara alumni.

On February 2nd, all students in grades Kindergarten through 12th gathered in 
our gymnasium for our Catholic Schools Week Mass. It was a historic day for 

Bishop McNamara Catholic School. The gym was full and our hearts were fuller!

Amy Nelson ’80 Bovie

High School - Religion

Paige Skopik ’88 Chinski
Grades 5 & 6 - Religion & 

Social Studies

Paula Keigher ’84 Curwick

Junior High - Resource Teacher

Rebecca ’94 Czerik
Junior High - Language Arts

Sue Salkeld ’84 Flott
Grades PK through 6 - PE

Jackie Martin ’75 Keller

1st Grade - Teacher’s Aide

Matt Lambert ’09Junior High & High School - 
PE & Health

Jenna Frazier ’07 Schafer

Grades 5 & 6 - Math & Science

Danielle Martin ’11 Shervino
Pre-School 4

Jennifer Smith ’01

Grades K through 6 - Art

Rebecca Poole ’93 Wilson
Grade 2
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Bishop McNamara’s 33rd Annual Dinner Auction

Interested in a $75,000 Mega Mac Raffle Ticket?
Drawing will be held at the Dinner Auction on Friday, May 5,  2017

1  - $75,000 Prize  • 1 - $ 5,000 Prize  • 5 - $1,000 Prizes and  •  5 - $500 Prizes will be drawn
An additional Early Bird Drawing will happen on April 17 where 5 prizes will be drawn.

(early bird winner names will go back in the mix for the $75,000 drawing)

TICKETS ARE $100 EACH.

Complete the information below and a ticket will be issued.

Name(s) of Raffle Ticket Purchaser(s) ____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Number of tickets requested _________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________  Email: ___________________________________________________

Raffle tickets may also be purchased online at bishopmac.com/RAFFLE

Dr. Michael and Linda Corcoran 
2017 Honorary Chairpersons

Ryan ’86 and Tonya O’Connor 
2017 Chairpersons

Bishop McNamara’s 33rd Annual Dinner Auction, When Irish Eyes Are Smiling, 
will be held on Friday, May 5th at the Hilton Garden Inn and Conference Center 
in Kankakee, Illinois. The evening will begin with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at 
5:30 p.m. Dinner will be served at 7:30 p.m. We have an abundance of silent auc-
tion items and some very exciting live auction packages that will be up for bid! 

Our auction chairpersons, Ryan ’86 and Tonya O’Connor, co-chairpersons Mark 
and Kim Crotty ’87 McDermott, and the dinner auction steering committee have 
been working very hard and are extremely excited about this year’s event! 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael and Linda Corcoran are our 2017 Honorary Chairpersons. 
Mike and Linda served as auction chairpersons in 2012 while their children Sean ’13, 
and Hailey ’15 were students. Dr. Corcoran currently serves as our athletic program 
team physician. Linda continues to be an active volunteer in the advancement of-
fice lending her hand with various projects. The Bishop McNamara community is 
grateful to the Corcorans for their support and commitment to Catholic education. 

Each year, this event brings together many alumni, friends, parents, faculty, 
and community members. It is always a wonderful evening where memories are 
made and shared.

Please visit our website at bishopmac.com to view auction updates. 
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On February 18, 2017 
the Athletic Booster 

Club hosted 
their annual 

“Trivia Night”

Mike Van Mill ’83 and Director of 
Advancement, Areca Van Mill

Justin Shirley ’06 

attempting to 

stack apples in the 

minute-to-win-it game

Michael Powers ’98, Rob Gernon ’98, Liz Gernon ’95 Lipofski, BMCS Principal Bourbonnais Site – Nicole Gernon, 
Peggy Baldwin ’02 Heck

Sharon Soucie ’56 Jackson 
and George Arocha ’74

Kelli Geigner ’88 St. 

Aubin and Brian St. Aubin Front row (left to right): Meghan Billadeau ’06 Elliott, Nick Elliott ’06; Back row (left to right): Haley Shirley, Justin Shirley ’06, KL Koss, Micah Dorn ’06, Mike McClain ’05

Andy Purcell ’92 

attempts to take 

a seat during 

musical chairs
Maddie Mullinax ’13, Josh Benoit ’12, Jared O’Connor ’12, Aly Regas ’12, Rachel Breault ’12

Teachers Joan Linneman 
and Shelli Trevino

Nikki Statler ’92 Gagnon 
attempting to “grab a 

snack” in the Oreo 
minute-to-win-it game

Fr. John Peeters and BMCS 
Principal Bradley Site - Dana Berg

Dawn Huot ’85 Vaubel 
and Kyle Vaubel
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Bishop McNamara Annual Mother-Son Brunch
The Annual Mother-Son Brunch was held on Sunday, December 4, 2016. A festive Christmas atmosphere filled the air as 
mothers and sons enjoyed an afternoon together. This event provides the young men of our high school the opportunity to 
honor their mothers, grandmothers, and guardians. The MAC PAC (Parent Action Community) sponsored this wonderful event.

Sandy 
Daily ’85 
Kuntz, 
Ben Kuntz 
’19, and 
Jean 
Kuntz

Melissa Krieg ’89 White 
and Payton Gerberding ’19

Noah Hayden ’20 and 
Emily Summers ’92 Skelly

Kellen Saindon ’19 and 
Kathy Mroz ’86 Saindon

Nick Viglia ’20 and 
Caroline ’90 Ramirez Viglia

Dorothy And Romy

hammes
The Irish Alumni Association is accepting nominations for the Dorothy and Romy Hammes Hall of Honor at Bishop 
McNamara. Nominations must be received in the Advancement Office by June 1, 2017. Nomination forms are avail-
able on our website at bishopmac.com/alumni/hammes-hall-of-honor. You may also call the Advancement Office at 
(815) 933-7620 and they will email, mail, or fax you a copy.

Hall of Honor Nominations

Fall of 2017 Hall of Honor

Wesley Provost ’20 and 
Leanne ’94 Grise Provost

Eligibility Criteria includes – Alumni, Faculty/Staff, Administrators, Parents, and/or Friends who have:
	 •		Performed	outstanding	service	to	our	school	
	 •	Achieved	an	outstanding	accomplishment	or	
  achievement in their profession
	 •	Significantly	contributed	to	society,	education,	
  or public service

Lori Zufall ’91 Curtis and 
Connor Curtis ’20 

	 •	Must	be/have	a	positive	role	model	of	
  Catholic/Christian faith and values
	 •	Maintained	an	ongoing	relationship	with	our	
  school
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Annual Fund 
Phonathon

Taylor 
Bennett 
’06, Ashley 
Bennett 
’02 Jarvis, 
Brandi 
Bennett ’00 
Kaner, 
Kim Bovie 
’76 Bennett

Past Parents 
Anthony and Oletha Grant

Kim Crotty ’87 McDermott and 
Erin Bergeron ’87 Richey

Doug Rorabaugh ’05 and 
Deb Devine ’73 Rorabaugh

Lauren Jurkovic ’13 and 
Kelsey Curwick ’13

Karl Provost ’75 and 
Beth Olson ’75 Provost

Lynn 
Tate ’85 
Harwell 

The Annual Fund Phonathon was 
once again a true success this year! 
Our 100+ volunteers took time out 
of their busy schedules to assist 
with making phone calls and acting 
as clerks over this two-night event. 
It’s always such fun for our alumni 
to catch up with their classmates 
and friends. Our student callers 
really enjoyed their conversations 
with many of you too!  

We great ly appreciate the 
support of all who have pledged 
or already given to the annual 
fund. Your commitment allows us 
to continue the strong history of 
Bishop McNamara. Annual Fund 
gifts go to work immediately, 
touching every aspect of school 
life for our students.

I f  you have any questions 
regarding the Annual Fund or, 
if you would like to hear more 
about al l  the happenings at 
Bishop McNamara, please do 
not hesitate to call our Director 
of Advancement, Areca Van Mill, 
at (815) 933-7620 or, send her an 
email at avanmill@bmcss.org. 

If we missed you during the 
Phonathon, we are sorry! Every 
gift makes an impact and it’s not 
too late to donate. If you wish 
to make your gift to the Bishop 
McNamara Annual Fund, you may 
donate online at bishopmac.com/
support/annualfund, you may use 
the envelope enclosed in this Irish 
Update to mail your donation or, 
you may use this QR Code. 

We truly appreciate the support 
we receive from alumni and friends 
from near and far! Your generosity 
makes a difference in the lives of 
our students each and every day.
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Members of the Class of 1981 celebrated 
their 35th Reunion after the Friday night 
football game at Homecoming 2016. 
Front Row (left to right): Joni Barber 
Goudreau, Jenny Rivard Lyons, Julie 
Rivard Memenga, Amy Devine Powell, Jill 
Bissonette Meeke; Back row (left to right): 
Rob Lyons, Brian Miller, Terry Memenga, 
Sue Liggett Halvorson, Jolynne Piatt 
Fahey

R E U N I O N S

The Class of 1956 celebrated their 60th Class Reunion the weekend of September 23, 2016. Left to right are: Beverly 
Hassett Cooper, Margie Braun Bowsher, Collette McGinnis Sullivan, Richard Panozzo, Rose Battaglia Piatt, Michael 
Guenette, Jane Shreffler Hebert, Joseph Wakeley, Sharon Yonke Mason, Dominic Randazzo, Jeanne Breault Keigher, 
Thomas O’Connor, Eleanor Small, Gerald Kilbride, Marie Chaney Royal, Kenneth Allie

The Class of 1966 celebrated their 50th Reunion the weekend of September 23, 2016. Front row (left to right): Mark 
Ayers, Ralph Lustik, Steve Randazzo; Second row (left to right): James Fitzgerald, Joe Ciaccio, Les Blanchette, Jayne 
Jepson, Emily Martin Clott, Diane Langevin Keller, Carol Richard Heiss, Robert Drozda, Jeannine Lambert Grumish, 
Peggy Ortman Gardner; Third row (left to right): Kathie Cerniglia O’Connell, Gene Kellogg, Wayne Cahill, Leo Zinnani, 
Pete Quigley, Joyce Martin Frank, Leonora Piggush Retzel, Mary Pat Taylor Barney, Vicki McNash Bakstad; Fourth row 
(left to right): Georgie Cerniglia, Steve Trost, Rich McBarnes, Pat Holohan, Bill Johnson, Mark Edward Siefert, Chuck 
Cassidy,  Karen Nugent Cassidy, Diane Deneau McCartney, Pat Sweeney Payton, Cindy Fisher Phillips, Nancy Mayo 
Meyer, Kay Bissonnette McTaggart, Sharon Merten White, Karen Neville Wilken, Barb Richards Clutter; Back row (left 
to right): Chuck Harpin, Dave Kirchman, Kevin Nugent, Steve Lambert, Rich Spivey

THE CLASS OF 1956

THE CLASS OF 1966

THE CLASS 
OF 1981
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The Class of 1976 
celebrated their 
40th Class Reunion 
over the weekend 
o f  Homecoming 
2016. Kneeling (left 
to  r ight ) :  Karen 
Voss Jennings, Pam 
Gladu Tolly, Sherry 
Lemenager Miller, 
Rosemary Lochner 
Mallaney, Christine 
Klodnyky Olivero, 
Sandra Capriotti, 

The Class of 1986 celebrated 
their 30th Class Reunion over the 
weekend of Homecoming 2016. 
Bottom row (left to right): Mike 
Kuntz, Damon Denoyer, Andy 
Nicholas, Jason Painter, Shannon 
Sullivan Riberdy; Middle row (left to 
right): Dan Benoit, Joyce Sanchez 
Barnhart, Marc Magiera, Beth 
Shear Salkeld, Rick Hamende, Kelly 
St. Aubin, Desiree Denoyer, Kathy 
Mroz Saindon, Jackie Ciaccio Daily, 
Bill Powers; Top row (left to right): 
Chris Moore, Jack Littrell, David 
Faber, Bob Bedell

The Class of 2006 celebrated their 10 Year Reunion over the weekend of Homecoming 2016. Front row (left to right): 
Justin Shirley, Adam DeGroot, Nick Elliott, Kaylee O’Connor, Stephanie Sammons, Brian Jones; Middle row (left 
to right): Samantha Rocknowski, Jordan Rink, Adam Granger, Meghan Billadeau Elliott, Tim Kerouac, Mandy Tutt, 
Lauren Kohl Oxner, Zac Richey, Taylor Bennett; Back row (left to right): Jason St. John, Pat Lavelle, Tim Brown, 
Micah Dorn, Tyler Herscher, Mike Martin, Bryan Beckner, Austin Payne, Kelly Fisher, Kendra Ganzer Smith, Ellen 
Kresl Beckner, Jami Stuckey Pall, Jillian Deam, Maggie Magruder Tonkin

THE CLASS OF 1976
Kathy Coyne Longtin, Val Collins Jaenicke, Dan Brown; Seated (left to right): Carol Burns Schroeder, Jean Travis 
Ball, Lisa Rehmer Schulz, Kathy Kliest Coglianese, Maribeth Menard Kittridge, Mary Jo Norman DeSelm, Julia 
Boballik Carey, Patrick Martinez, Kelly Williams Brownfield, Barb Martel Blake, Diane DeCarlo Pilotte, Sue Salkeld 
Flott; Standing (left to right): Jenny Martin Broadway, Roberta Dupuis Devlin, Brian Fitzpatrick, Darlene MacDonald 
Wieliczko, Mike Tetter, Cheryl Daily Smith, Liz Safiran O’Connor, David Doyle, David Moody, David Africano, Mark 
Devine, Tom Kwak, Gary Dietrich, Denise Hedger Brausam, Colleen O’Connor Jackson,  Margaret Rose Dupuis Sula, 
Joe Dailey, Mimi Meade LaFleur, Andy Martin, Chris Belluso Duff, Joe Kilbride, Kathy McKenna Olson, Lisa Goodman 
Lucas, Perry Walsh, Jean Burns Capriotti, Kevin Coyer, Sue Gianotti Hodak, Rick Martin, Reginald Johnson; Not 
pictured but in attendance: Shelly Franco, Bill Ketcik, Donna Mortell Ketcik

The Class of 1976 also presented BMCS President, Terry Granger ’76 with a check for $3,000 for the 
Black Box Theater project. Thank you Class of 1976 for your generosity!

THE CLASS OF 1986

THE CLASS OF 2006
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FOR MEN AND WOMEN

Friday
July 7, 2017 

at 
Oak Springs Golf Course

31st Annual Event

Best ball scramble

$100 per person package includes 
lunch, greens fee and cart, beverages, 
prizes and dinner

$30 per person for dinner only

Golfers must be at least 21 years of age

Don’t miss our famous “Margarita Hole”
Lunch and Registration at 11 a.m. 

Shotgun Start at Noon  

G   lf
 C assic

IRISH 
ALUMNI

Proceeds Support the Irish Alumni Association Board

Name of Golfer: ____________________________________

Name of Golfer: ____________________________________

Name of Golfer: ____________________________________

Name of Golfer: ____________________________________

No. of Golfers at $100.00  = $ _______          

No. for Dinner Only at $30.00 =  $ _______    

Combined Total  = $ _______

Phone #: ____________________  Email:_________________________

Phone #: ____________________  Email:_________________________

Phone #: ____________________  Email:_________________________

Phone #: ____________________  Email:_________________________

•	 Reservations are requested by June 29, 2017
•	 Make checks payable to Bishop McNamara Catholic School
•	 Mail to:  Bishop McNamara Catholic School

 Attention: Irish Golf Classic
 550 W. Brookmont Blvd., Kankakee, IL 60901

•	 Or, register online at bishopmac.com/alumni/irish-golf-classic
•	 Any questions, call the Advancement Office at (815) 933-7620

IRISH ALUMNI GOLF CLASSIC

Please List Dinner Only Guests:

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________________________ Age on Aug. 19, 2017____________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________ Email ______________________________________ 
q Male   q Female           Course Choice   q 5K Run     q 2 Mile Walk

$20 Registration Fee       

Shirt Size:   q YM       q YL       q AS       q AM       q AL       q AXL       q AXXL

q As a participant in the Ken Klipp 5K Run & 2 Mile Walk, I understand and assume the potential risk for injury. I hereby release 
Bishop McNamara Catholic School, its employees, volunteers, and sponsors from any and all liability and I waive any potential 
claims that could be made by me or on my behalf for any potential injury I might suffer as a result of my voluntary participation.

Signature _______________________________________________________ Date _____________________

Parent Signature (if under 18 years of age) ___________________________________ Date __________________ 

Sponsored by the Irish Alumni Association Board 
and the Bishop McNamara Cross Country Team

Saturday, August 19, 2017
at Bishop McNamara High School

• Registration 7:00 a.m.

• Pre-Race Ceremony 
 7:45 a.m.

•  Race Begins 8:00 a.m.

4th Annual Race Honorees: Shawn Sullivan ’97 and Aimee Sims ’11

• $20 Registration Fee
• Commemorative T-Shirt
• Prizes for 5K age group winners
• Prizes for top 5, 2 mile walkers
• Water Stations along the course
• Post-Race Refreshments
• Post-Race Leprechaun Dash (age 8 and under)

Register online at bishopmac.com/alumni/Ken-Klipp-Classic or, complete form and mail with payment to:
Bishop McNamara Catholic School • c/o Ken Klipp Classic • 550 W. Brookmont Blvd. • Kankakee, IL 60901

Questions, call (815) 933-7620

Ke
n 

Kl
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p 
C
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tra
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n 
Fo

rm

One Entry Form Per 
Person Must Be 

Completed
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Ron Young ’79 
was hired by the 
City of Kankakee 
Fire Department on 
February 7, 1984. 
He responded to his 
first fire at General 
Foods the follow-
ing day, February 8, 
1984. Ron says, “My 
mother was reading 
the newspaper in her kitchen while I was 
complaining about my job. She was tired 
of hearing me complain, saw the ad for 
firefighter in the paper and told me to put 
in an application…the rest is history.” Ron 
became a certified firefighter through the 
office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) 
in April of 1984, finishing #1 in the class. 
In addition, he became a paramedic and 
was promoted to the ranks of lieutenant, 
captain, Assistant Fire Chief and was 
appointed to Fire Chief in December of 
2004. Ron retired on November 30, 2016 
with just under 33 years of service to the 
Kankakee Fire Department. In 1999 he 
was named Firefighter of the Year. Ron 
was the third longest serving Fire Chief 
in the department’s history dating back 
to 1887 and left a legacy of vast achieve-

Alumni in the news
Ronald E. Young ’79 Retires as Kankakee Fire Chief

ments with the City of Kankakee Fire 
Department. He received his Bachelor 
of Arts Degree with a concentration in 
Fire Service Administration in December 
of 2003 and his Masters of Public Ad-
ministration in December of 2007. He is 
currently the Assessor for the Illinois Fire 
Chief’s Association Professional Evalua-
tion and Assessment Services.

Ron is active within the Kankakee com-
munity. He is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus St. Viateur’s Council #745 and 
a member of the Bishop McNamara 4th 
Degree Assembly #202. He has been a 
board member for United Way of Kanka-
kee County, Hospice of Kankakee Valley 
and, the Kankakee County Catholic Food 
Pantry. He is a parishioner at St. Martin’s 
Catholic Church and is a Catechist for the 
Rite of Christian Initiation. 

Ron began coaching wrestling at McNa-
mara in 1983. He became the head coach 
in 1991. He coached 6 state champions, 
22 all-state team members, and numer-
ous state qualifiers. He was nominated 
for “Coach of the Year” in 2002. Ron 
resigned from coaching when he became 
the Kankakee Fire Chief. He considers 
coaching to be one of the most important 
and enjoyable experiences he’s had the 

privilege to achieve in his lifetime.
Ron’s sentiments continue about Mc-

Namara as that is where he met his wife, 
Deanne Dupuis ’81. He says, “The first time 
I saw Deanne, she was skipping around the 
cafeteria during a freshman initiation stunt. 
I knew then I was going to marry her.” Ron 
adds that he met and still has the best pos-
sible friends anyone could hope for from 
McNamara. He says that McNamara also 
helped nurture the seed of faith. “It took 
me some time for this to truly kick in but 
I believe McNamara made a difference.” 
He notes that teamwork, desire, dedi-
cation, determination, persistence, and 
leadership are but a few of the personal 
characteristics he was fortunate enough to 
be exposed to while at McNamara. 

Ron ‘79 has been married to Deanne 
Dupuis ’81 for 35 years. They have 4 
adult children, Ronald James (R.J.) ’99, 
Jessica Rose ‘01 married to Todd Heldt, 
Jonathon Patrick ’09, Abigail Elizabeth 
‘11. They have 2 grandchildren, Carter 
John (8 yrs. old) and Maddon Young (6 
weeks old). In his spare time, he likes to 
enjoy time with family and friends, travel, 
attend Cubs games along with Alabama 
football, Roll Tide! He enjoys golf, cook-
ing, and helping others.

George Washington III ’86 App Voice for the National Museum of 
African-American History and Culture at the Smithsonian

George Washington III graduated from 
Bishop McNamara in 1986. He attended 
Northwestern University in Evanston, IL 
and graduated in 1990 with a bachelor of 
arts degree in music. In addition, he at-
tended the Connecticut School of Broad-
casting Charlotte North Carolina campus, 
and is currently the campus director there.

Aside from his work at CTSB, he has 
been a voice actor since 2003. He is the 
network voice for ROOT Sports Northwest 
in Washington State, Oregon, Idaho, Mon-
tana, and Alaska for the Seattle Mariners, 
Portland Timbers, and the Big Sky Confer-
ence. He has also been the comic book 
Green Lantern John Stewart in the video 
game DC Universe Online.

Last year, George was chosen as the 
app voice for the National Museum of 
African-American History and Culture at 
the Smithsonian. He provides the voice for 
anyone going through the museum with the 
mobile app, giving them full descriptions 
of many of the exhibits in the museum. 
He recently completed phase two of the 
project. George says, “Of all the voiceover 

work I have done, the work 
for the NMAAHC is the most 
important and moving I have 
ever been involved with. Just 
reading some of them made 
me emotional, understand-
ing some of the tragedies 
and successes of African-
Americans. I am very happy 
to be a part of it, and I hope 
it is something that can 
show people that African-
American history is not just 
for blacks to see, learn and 
celebrate, but for everyone.”

Until last year George 
was also an IT professional, 
working for Discover Card 
in Riverwoods, Illinois, and 
First Union National Bank, Wachovia, 
and Wells Fargo in Charlotte NC. He also 
sang for 10 years with Opera Carolina in 
Charlotte in both the chorus and in small 
roles. In 2005, He sang with the Peoria 
Symphony Orchestra in a concert version 
of the opera “Porgy and Bess,” performing (continued on page 13)

all the male solos. 
George says that his most memorable 

teachers at Bishop McNamara were Re-
becca Gonski, Monica Smith ’72 Brigham, 
and the late Señora Edwards. He adds, 
“Mrs. Gonski was the first teacher at 
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Righting a Wrong – 42 Years Later 
By Patricia Kranz (Posted December 14, 2016 by OPC of America)

Early this year, I received a surprising letter. The athletic director of the University of Michigan 
was offering me a free varsity letter jacket. I already had a jacket in my closet that I had saved 
since winning it as a tennis player from 1973 to 1975, despite having moved from Michigan to 
Paris to Vermont to New York to Maryland to Russia and then back to New York. At the time, I 
did not realize that I was a member of the university’s first women’s varsity tennis team. I also 
did not realize that the jacket they gave me back then was not the same as the jackets the 
varsity mens’ teams were given. (Some journalist I was!) The new jacket has leather sleeves, 
not wool, and a bigger maize-colored “block M,” just like the men’s. Back in 1974, legendary 
Michigan football coach Bo Schembechler opposed giving the jackets to women, saying it 
would “minimize the value of the ‘M’ in the eyes of not only our players but the public who 
place such a high value on it.” The men’s basketball coach agreed. Not until 1991 did female 
athletes at Michigan get the same jacket as the men.

Warde Manuel, the current athletic director, decided to right this wrong and offer all women 
varsity athletes from 1973 to 1991 a block M jacket. And on Nov. 18 and 19, the university 
honored us with two days of activities, culminating with a ceremony at halftime of the football 
game with Indiana University. Over 300 of us, clad in our jackets, ran through the tunnel on 
to the field of “The Big House” to the applause of over 110,000 people.

The recognition was heart-warming, if a long time coming. I found that many of the other 
early women letter winners also did not know that they were on the first varsity teams. Females 
had been playing on informal “club” teams, and the university did not even notify us when 
the teams were granted varsity status, thanks in part to Title IX, a federal law that required 
schools to give equal treatment to women in educational programs. 

Patricia Kranz is a 1973 graduate of Bishop McNamara High School and was a co-founder of 
the first girls’ tennis and golf teams.

After graduating from Bishop McNa-
mara in 2011, Eddie Jurkovic attended 
the University of Notre Dame and studied 
Information Technology Management and 
graduated from there in 2015. Eddie is 
continuing his education with the ACE 
(Alliance for Catholic Education) Teach-
ing Fellowship which is a 2-year program 
where he teaches in a Catholic school for 
students in need while studying for a Mas-
ters of Education through Notre Dame. 
This program integrates service with 
community living and spiritual growth. In 
this program, you do not chose where you 
will serve. When accepted, Eddie received 
an assignment for teaching 3rd grade at 
St. John the Evangelist ACE Academy in 
South Tucson, Arizona. He now lives in an 
intentional community in a former convent 
with 7 other teachers. Eddie says, “My 
experience in ACE has been absolutely 
life changing. I went from graduating with 
a business degree and thinking about 
business jobs to teaching elementary 
school in a Catholic school that is 97% 
Hispanic/Latino. The school community 
I’ve become a part of has become a fam-
ily to me and has drastically changed the 

McNamara that wanted me to perform 
and I was in the casts of “You Can’t Take 
it With You,” “The Taming of the Shrew,” 
and “A Christmas Carol” during my fresh-
man and sophomore years. Mrs. Brigham 
is the one who got me to sing when I 

finally joined chorus and swing choir my 
sophomore year. She even came to my 
Peoria performance in 2005. Señora Ed-
wards let me perform and was tough on 
me from freshman year on. All three were 
extraordinarily helpful and encouraging to 

me, even when they were tough on me.” 
George’s parents still live in Kankakee 

and his dad is on the Kankakee County 
Board. George currently lives in Charlotte, 
and has 4 children; Jordan, 22; Grace, 18; 
Naomi, 15, and Ella, 5.

Eddie Jurkovic ’11 Continuing His Education with ACE, Notre Dame

course of my life. I can honestly say I 
have never been more challenged in my 
life than I have been while teaching with 
ACE but, at the same time, everything 
from living in community, to working at 
St. John’s, to growing closer to God in 
service has brought me an incredible joy. 

I’ve been able to continue the Catholic 
school mission that I have benefited so 
much from.”

Eddie graduates from ACE this sum-
mer. He says that he is either going to 
be working for ACE, recruiting people 
for the teaching fellowship, or he will be 
teaching again. He adds, “When I joined 
ACE, I was not at all considering staying 
in education afterwards, but now my only 
thoughts (at least in the short term) are in 
staying in education.”

Eddie shares that all his teachers at 
Bishop McNamara helped him make the 
decision for what he is currently doing. 
He says that a big part of the application 
process was thinking about your own ed-
ucation and how teachers impacted your 
life. He reflects specifically on teacher, Jim 
Frogge, who taught him AP Chemistry 
and Physics at McNamara. Eddie says, 
“His style of teaching and the impact he 
had on not only my academics but my 
life was what I really admired about him. 
I saw the dedication that all my teachers 
had and the fulfillment they seemed to 
get from their work. I can totally under-
stand that now.”

Patricia Kranz ’73 holds her old 
University of Michigan varsity 
letter jacket while wearing a new 
one that features proper school 
colors and design.

(continued from page 12)
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Rich Murray ’90 
E m m y  A w a r d 
Winner... is a very 
talented set de-
signer. Rich de-
signed sets for the 
fine arts club when 
he was a student 
at Bishop McNa-
mara. In 1994, he 
received his bach-
elor of arts degree 
from The Univer-
sity of Chicago 
and received his 
masters’ degree 
in 2004 from the 
Tisch School for 
the Arts at New 
York University in 
New York City. 

Rich’s work in 
set design and 
decoration is vast 
and includes the 
Opening Ceremonies for the 1994 Chicago Special Olym-
pics, Point Pleasant, Veronica Mars, Little Miss Sunshine, 
CBS’ daytime soap opera Guiding Light, and CBS’ Early 
Show at Super Bowl XLIV in Miami. In 2010, Rich joined 
the art department on The Nate Berkus Show and in 2012 
the team earned the Daytime Emmy Award for Production 
Design and Art Direction. In addition, he directed the Face 
The Nation interview with vice president Joe Biden, and 
has worked steadily on shows such as Forever, Boardwalk 
Empire, The Michael J. Fox Show, Elementary, Person 
of Interest, Law and Order: SUV, Unforgettable, and Eye 
Candy for MTV. 

We appreciate Rich’s help with kicking-off the concept of 
Bishop McNamara’s Black Box Theater. We began receiv-
ing donations for the theater just about one year ago. We 
sincerely appreciate all who have generously contributed. It 
has been a true blessing watching this come to life for our 
students. 

Black Box Theater
The inaugural fall play, “Hocus Pocus” was 

performed in October in Bishop McNamara’s 
Black Box Theater.

Bishop McNamara’s Black Box Theater sketch
 by Rich Murray ’90

Caroline Peddinghaus ’18, daughter of 
Anton and Molly Kennedy ’85 Peddinghaus

Connor Powers ’20, son of Bill ’86 
and Stacie Powers Rich Murray ’90 is riding on a street 

vendor’s bicycle on set in Islamabad, 
Pakistan (set located in Queens, NY) 
for Season 2 of Madam Secretary.

Some things that have taken place in the Black Box 
Theater this 2016-17 school year include:

High School Fall Play, “Hocus Pocus”

“Winter Showcase” a collection of student-written and 
student-directed shorts

Daily Choir Class for our Junior High and 
High School Students

Class Meeting Space

Junior High Prayer Services

Junior High Student Council Elections

The Irish Cup - House Program Meeting Space

Needs for full completion of the 
Black Box Theater Include: 

A/C - HVAC at $27,500 
Expanded Lighting at $9,500 

Sound System at $39,000 
Wheelchair Lift at $20,000
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The “Grand Reunion” for graduating classes through 1955 will hold their 
combined reunion on Sunday, September 24th. They will begin with 10:00 
a.m. Mass at St. Patrick’s Church in Kankakee, followed by a luncheon at 
the Kankakee Country Club. Invitations with more specific details will be 
mailed closer to the reunion date. In the meantime, if you have any questions, 
please contact Sandy LaMotte ’82 Malpasuto, Director of Alumni Relations, 
at smalpasuto@bmcss.org or, call (815) 933-7620. 

The Class of 1962 is tentatively planning their 55th reunion for September 
29th & 30th (Homecoming 2017). Contact Cheryl Prince Curran at 
cherriecurran@sbcglobal.net with any questions or for additional information.

The Class of 1967 will hold their 50th reunion on Saturday, September 
23rd. Visit Facebook page “Bishop Mac Class of 1967” or, email 
bishopmacclassof67@yahoo.com with questions or for additional information.

The Class of 1977 is beginning to plan their 40th reunion for September 29th 
& 30th (Homecoming 2017). Contact Liz Marczak Madsen at lizmadsen710@
comcast.net or, at (815) 549-2224 with questions or for additional information.

The Class of 1982 will hold their 35th reunion on September 29th & 30th 
(Homecoming 2017). Visit Facebook page “Bishop McNamara High School 
(Kankakee) Class of 1982” and, contact any of the following planning 
committee members with questions or for additional information: Suzanne 
Memenga Boudreau at boudmom@aol.com; Diane Sypult Marcotte at 
tankerdave379@hotmail.com; Ron O’Connor at hawk213@hotmail.com; 
Veronica Ramirez Smith at vsmith@vandrunen.com; Marcia Roe Spinosa 
at mspinosa@closetos.com; or, Sandy LaMotte Malpasuto at smalpasuto@
bmcss.org.

The Class of 1987 is beginning to plan their 30th reunion on September 
29th & 30th (Homecoming 2017). Contact Kim Crotty McDermott at 
k_e_mcdermott@yahoo.com with any questions or to receive additional 
information.

The Classes of 1991 and 1992 will hold a combined 26th & 25th reunion on 
September 29th & 30th (Homecoming 2017). Visit Facebook page “Bishop 
McNamara Class of ‘91 and ‘92 Reunion” and, contact Andy Pallissard at 
apallissard@homestarbank.com, Gina LaMore at gclamore@hotmail.com or, 
Chad Nugent at chad@nugentconstruction.com with any questions or for 
additional information.

The Class of 1997 is planning to hold their 20th reunion on September 
29th & 30th (Homecoming 2017). Visit Facebook page “Bishop Mac Class 
of 1997” and, contact Kati Mitchell Vaughn at vaughnkati@gmail.com or, at 
(815) 278-4274 with any questions or for additional information.

If you are in the Class of 1957, 1972, 2002, 2007 or 2012 and are planning 
your reunion, please contact Sandy LaMotte ’82 Malpasuto, Director of 
Alumni Relations at smalpasuto@bmcss.org or, at (815) 933-7620 and she 
will be happy to add your reunion information to the alumni page on the 
school website.

UPCOMING
Reunions Please join us 

for the 

Homecoming 
Celebration
of Alumni

on Friday
September 29th 

at 
Memorial Field
Visit the “VIP Alumni Tent” at the 
south end of the football field.

The varsity football game is at 
7:30 p.m. with the announcement 

of the homecoming queen 
and her court at halftime.

Join us at the “Alumni & Friends After 
Game Gathering” 

at 
Brookmont Bowl from 

9:00 p.m. until midnight with 
DJ Michael Berger ’05 of 
Rev’d up Entertainment.

On Saturday
September 30th 

come to the school for 
“Coffee in the Courtyard 

and School Tours.”

Stay tuned for more details...
visit our website at bishopmac.com, 
join our Bishop McNamara Alumni 

Facebook page or, follow us on 
Twitter @bishopmacalumni.
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Homecoming
2016

Mandy Tutt ’06, Rainie Themer ’06, Jack Roney, Barb 
Salkeld ’78 Roney, Lauren Kohl ’06, Kaylee O’Connor ’06

Damon Denoyer ’86, Lyle Turro ’89, Tony Turro ’80,  
Adrian Provost ’92

Shelly Franco 
’76, Kim Bovie 

’76 Bennett

Front row (left to right) Julia 
Bobalik ’76 Carey, Christine 

Klodnycky ’76 Olivero
Back row (left to right) Mar-
garet Rose Dupuis ’76 Sula, 
Mary Jo Norman ’76 DeSelm

Curt 
Saindon ’83, 
Irish 
O’Reilly ‘62, 
Todd 
Arseneau ’86Jenny Rivard ’81 Lyons, 

Rob Lyons ’81

Meghan Billadeau ’06 
Elliott, Maggie 

Magruder ’86 Tonkin

David Faber ’86 and 
Sean Witt ’86

Mark Devine ’76, Reggie Johnson ’76, 
Jerry Krieg

Vicky Arseneau ’76, Perry Walsh ’76, 
Kevin McGovern ’76

Michelle Marcotte ’74 Baldwin
and Pat Baldwin ’76

Darlene MacDonald ’76 
Wieliczko and 

Jean Travis ’76 Ball
Joyce Sanchez ’86 Barnhard 

and Desiree Denoyer ’86
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In May of 2016, Michelle 
Keeling ’95 graduated 
from the University 
of Georgia Veterinary 
School where Dr. Sheila 
Wilson ’72 Allen was 
the dean. After Dr. Allen 
graduated from Cor-
nell University with her 
doctorate in veterinary 
medicine, she went to 
the University of Geor-
gia for a residency in 
small animal surgery. 
She ended up staying 
at UGA on faculty and 
was appointed dean in 
2005. Dr. Allen says, 
“Imagine my surprise 
when I learned that one 
of our students, Mi-
chelle Keeling, was also 
a Bishop McNamara 

graduate. It was a special moment when I gave her di-
ploma to her at commencement.” Dr. Michelle Keeling is 
now a veterinarian in a small animal practice in Flowery 
Branch, Georgia. She is married to Bob Yohnka ’95 who 
works for Emory University as a Research Administrator 
in the School of Medicine. They reside in Athens, GA with 
their 3 year old son, John.

H E R E  &  T H E R E . . .

Students at Bishop McNamara understand the 
importance of service. On November 29th, students 
handed out breakfast and a “thank you” to first 
responders, veterans, and active military in our area. 
Photographed are Caitlin Engelking ’17 thanking Joel 
Littrell ’90 with a huge smile and a breakfast muffin!

Bishop McNamara Catholic School recognized Al Messier ’74 for his dedication 
to our Catholic schools. We thank Al for this patio which sits at the school 
entryway facing Entrance Avenue. This is a great place where our students 
can gather outdoors. Al is the immediate past president of our school board. 
Family, friends, school administrators and board members were present to 
extend their thanks to him.

Left to right - front row: Fr. Dan Belanger, Connie Messier, Al Messier ’74. 
Middle row: Richard Neal, Lucy Messier, Peggy Shutter, Neil Magruder 
’02. Back row: President/Principal - Terry Granger ’76, Tonee Wheeler 
’06, Asst. Principal - Sr. Maureen Fallon, Kate Shutter, Arleen Wheeler, 
Ryan Magruder ’99, Collin Reilly ’10, Kennedy Shutter ’12, and Fr. John 
Peeters, CSV - St. Patrick’s Kankakee. 

Last November friends from the class of 1982 enjoyed tailgating and watching the 
Illinois Fighting Illini football team beat Michigan State University. 

Photographed from left to right are: Mark ’82 and Janine Lafontaine ’82 
Paschke, Joe Franklin ’82 and his wife Pam, Paul Gubbins ’82, Marty 
O’Gorman ’82 and his wife Karen along with daughter, Megan.

On January 19, 2017, General Thomas Draude ’58 was the 
keynote speaker at the Faith and Ale gathering in Ft. Myers, 
Florida where he spoke on “Being Catholic in War and Peace.” 
There were approximately 269 guests in attendance to include 
those photographed  - Jerry Huot ’61, General Thomas Draude 
’58, Steve Siemsen ’65, Rick Rudolf ’65, Dick O’Connell ’62.

Photographed are Dr. Sheila 
Wilson ’72 Allen presenting Dr. 
Michelle Keeling ’95 with her 
diploma from the University 
of Georgia Veterinary School 

(photo taken by Grad Images at 
gradimages.com)
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CONGRATULATIONS...

ANNIE AND JOE LONG
Annie Glazar ’09 and Joe Long were 
married on June 18, 2016 at St. Rose 
of Lima Church in Kankakee. Matron 
of Honor was her sister, Jillian Glazar 
’11. Fellow alumnae Cassie LeBeau ’09, 
Carly Gubbins ’10, Stephanie Tyson 
’09, Stefanie Rocknowski ’09, Olivia 
Bauer ’09 and Ashley Collins ’09 were 
bridesmaids. Annie is the daughter of Ed 
and Jan Powers ’78 Glazar. Joe is the son 
of Jeff and Diane Long. Annie is a bridal 
consultant at Elite Bridal in Champaign 
and, husband Joe, is in his first year as an 
oral surgeon resident at Carle Foundation 
Hospital in Champaign. 

daughter of Shirley Matyok and the late 
Joseph Matyak. Alex is in his third-year 
residency at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. His wife, Whitney 
is a first-grade teacher for Riverview 
Community Schools. They reside in 
Canton, Michigan.

Kathlyn Hammes Mowbray 1944
Mary Elizabeth Lee Denault 1946
Leon Blanchette 1948
Ronald Eimen 1948
Robert Huot 1950
Al Serafini 1950
Lawrence McCawley 1951
Ann Mathews Soukup 1952
Donald O’Reilly 1955
Mary Jo Monahan 1956
Mary Rosendahl Cote 1957
Ron Lambert 1957
William Powers 1957
Harold Benoit 1959
Rose Mary Donahoe Smith 1959
Richard Marcotte 1961
Steve Hamann 1965
Gene Heflin 1965
Dottie LeCuyer Duensing 1967
Michael Gierich 1972
John Jackson 1973
John Kirchman 1973
Michael  Pecchenino 1973
James Jaeger 1978
James Power 1978
Carlton Edwards 1981
Paul Boisvert 1983
Scott Hedger 1984
Amy Kraft Schneider 1996
Dr. Donald Parkhurst Friend
James Lindner Friend
Barbara Dunn Friend
Erma Boudreau Friend
Philasee Massa Friend

Rest  In Peace

ALEX AND WHITNEY ARGYELAN
Alex Argyelan ’05 and Whitney Matyok we 
married on August 20, 2016 in Plymouth, 
Michigan. Fellow alum, Christopher 
Kimmel ’04 was in the wedding party. 
Family members, to include brothers 
Mark and Alex ’07, shared in the special 
day along with Lauren Messina ’04 
who traveled from Tulane University, 
LA, to attend. Alex is the son of Mark 
and Alice Argyelan. Whitney is the 

DOUG AND KARLEY KELLER
Doug Keller ’06 and Karley Bridgewater 
were married on November 12, 2016 
at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 
Bloomington, IL. Both are graduates 
of Illinois Wesleyan University. Doug 
earned a Master’s Degree in Biomedical 
Sciences from Midwestern University 
in Downers Grove. Karley works as an 
Account Manager at Shutterstock, Inc. 
in downtown Chicago. Tim Keller ’02, 
brother of the groom, served as best man. 
Doug is the son of Karl ’72 and Jackie 
Martin ’75 Keller. Karley is the daughter of 
Jim and Mary Bridgewater. Doug plans to 
join his father’s dental practice in Manteno 
upon graduation in May 2018.

NINA AND DEREK HARSHA
Nina Kick ’08 and Derek Harsha ’08 
were married on November 19, 2016.

The bride’s sister, Jenna Kick ’04 
Bieniasz, was matron of honor and 
Tyler Rorabaugh ’08 was best man. 
Fellow alumni in the wedding party 
included Lauren Piggush ’07, Mallory 
Memenga ’07 Marquie, Annie Provost 
’07, Tricia Powell ’11, Alex Harsha ’09, 
Alex Berghouse ’08, Matthew Sartain 
’06, Michael Sartain ’07, Sean Moody 
’10, Doug Rorabaugh ’05, and Maxwell 
Hoey ’07. Nina is the daughter of Mike 
and Lisa Devine ’75 Kick. Derek is the 
son of Andrea and the late Scott Harsha. 
Nina and Derek both attended Parkland 
Community College in Champaign, 
IL. Nina also attended Eastern Illinois 
University. She is a teacher for Head Start 
at Alan Shepard School in Bourbonnais 
and Derek is a Utility Systems Operator 
for the City of Kankakee.



19Irish Update bishopmac.com  •  smalpasuto@bmcss.org

A warm welcome to all Irish Alumni! 
It has been a pleasure serving in my new position as Director of Alumni 

Relations. I thoroughly enjoy working with such a fun and dedicated Irish 
Alumni Association Board. Our goal is to keep our graduates connected with 
their alma mater and to help foster relationships with classmates and friends. 
As you can see, we have several upcoming events and we hope you will join 
us at one or more of them. Thank you to all who have kept in touch by sending 
in photographs and stories. Additional thanks to all those involved in planning 

reunions in 2017. If any new reunions pop up these next few months, please let me know and I will get 
your information on the alumni page of our website. We look forward to seeing and hearing from many 
of you throughout the year. 

We also want our alumni to stay connected! There are many who do not receive our bi-annual Irish 
Update because we do not have their current address. Many of those with missing contact information 
are alumni who are in their 20’s and 30’s. We hope that you will help us by filling out the informa-
tion below for everyone in your household. Please feel free to duplicate the form for all household 
members. If you prefer, you may update information online at bishopmac.com/alumni/stay-in-touch.

Best wishes to all of you and keep your cards, letters, stories and photographs coming! 
Sandy LaMotte ’82 Malpasuto
Director of Alumni Relations

FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS
Sandy LaMotte ’82 Malpasuto

IRISH
UPDATE
Contributors

Thank you to everyone who 
contributes to help defray 

the cost of printing and mailing 
the Irish Update.

Jeanne Provancal Regnier 1945
Robert Marcotte 1948
Zeph Benoit 1952
Joan Lambert Benoit  1952
Sharon Draude  1953 
Richard Gagnon  1953 
Robert Sterr  1954 
Vernon Denault  1955 
Monica Benoit Ruder 1955 
Madonna Dionne Lane 1958 
Kathy Schmidt Burge 1960 
Richard Palzer 1960 
Diana Liesenfelt Vits 1961 
Wayne Granger 1962
Michael Bailey 1963 
Michael Ohrt 1965 
Richard McBarnes 1966 
Patrick Martin 1978 
Curt Saindon 1983 
Kathy Mroz Saindon  1986
Madelyn O’Brien Friend 
 

Future Irish Alumni

Is there a new baby in your family?  
Email Lisa at lgerth@bmcss.org to request a bib. We will send you 

one in the mail! Take a photograph of your baby with the bib on and 
email it back to us. We will publish it in the next Irish Update.

Mila Rae Liberti was born 
on November 23, 2016. 
Proud parents are Pete and 
Jenna Bovie ’05 Liberti. 

Jack Fitzgerald Pyne, 
9 lbs, 9 oz and 22 inches 

long, was born on July 22, 
2016. This baby makes three 

for proud parents... 
Adam ’94 and Anna Pyne.

Xander Wheeler 
was born on 

August 23, 2016. 
Proud parents are 
Tyler ’08 and Kayla 

Wheeler.
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The Denny will be held on Monday, July 17th at the Kankakee Country 
Club. The vast majority of proceeds from The Denny golf outing fund 
scholarships for Bishop McNamara’s high school students. Next year 
over 90 high school students at Bishop McNamara will be recipients of 
this scholarship.  The Keynote speaker at the event’s evening reception 
will be Lou Holtz. Coach Holtz has committed to speak at The Denny 
as long as he is in good health. We look forward to welcoming him to 
Kankakee County, as he was an inspiration to Denny and countless 

others with his work as a football coach, author and speaker. Special thanks to Kurt Belisle ‘94 for arranging for Coach 
Holtz to speak at The Denny. For additional information, please contact Mike O’Brien at mpobrien@homestarbank.com
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“The FINAL Ringo” in memory of Richard Regnier is scheduled for Sunday, 
August 6th at the Kankakee Country Club with a shotgun start at 9:30 a.m. 
Cost is $110 per person and includes a wonderful lunch. The “Ringo” began 
in 2008, one year after Dick’s passing. We hope you will join us in commemo-
rating this final event. Proceeds provide scholarships to Bishop McNamara’s 
high school students. Please contact David Regnier for additional information 
at dave@3pointathletics.com or, at (773) 847-4667.

. . .Summer Golf Events. . .
St.  George 

 Church
Golf 

Outing

The

FINAL
 Ringo

St. George Church Golf Outing 
will be held on Sunday, June 4th 
at the Manteno Golf Club with a 
shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. Event 
cost is $75 and includes golf, 
cart and dinner. Proceeds provide 
scholarships to Bishop McNamara’s 
high school students. Please contact 
Bobby Lampley for additional 
information at (815) 955-2497 or, 
at roblampley@gmail.com.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Irish Alumni Association unites more than 9000 alumni of St. Patrick, St. Patrick Central 

and Bishop McNamara High School. Our mission is to preserve the heritage that shaped 
our school, to foster the spirit of camaraderie among alumni and to support the mission 

and development of Bishop McNamara Catholic High School.


