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One of the most important decisions you make during your life is the 
course of study you pursue in high school.  A wise selection of courses 
will broaden your opportunities for post high school education and will 
expand your vocational horizons.  We urge you and your parents to 
read these course descriptions carefully and spend the time necessary 
to make wise choices.   
 
It is the purpose of this guide to assist students in selecting the 
necessary and required courses for graduating from high school and 
for preparing themselves wisely for advancement toward their 
educational and vocational goals. 
 
Students can receive considerable assistance from the school 
counselor and from the teachers in the various departments in making 
their course selections.  The final responsibility for course selection, 
however, rests with the student (with the consent of his/her parents).  It 
is the responsibility of each student to keep count of his/her 
credits toward graduation and to be sure he/she is fulfilling all 
specific course requirements for graduation.  After the courses 
have been selected, the official registration form must be approved by 
the student's parents and finally by the student's counselor. 
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Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society (Social Awareness) 
040 Grade 12   One semester   ½ credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s so-
cial teachings. In this course, students are to learn how Christ’s concern 
for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today in the 
Church’s social teaching and mission. 
 

 

Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society (Social Awareness 
with outreach component) 
042 Grade 12   One semester   ½ credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s so-
cial teachings. In this course, students are to learn how Christ’s concern 
for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today in the 
Church’s social teaching and mission. This course would have the add-
ed dimension of community service. Students would be released from 
class 8

th
 hour one day a week to help staff members in local Catholic 

schools, nursing homes, hospitals, etc. 
 

 

Responding to the Call of Jesus Christ    
054 Grade 12   One semester   ½ credit 
The purpose of this course is to help students to understand the voca-
tions of life: how Christ calls us to live. In this course, students should 
learn how all vocations are similar and how they differ. The course is 
structured around married life, single life, priestly life, and consecrated 
life. Students should learn what it means to live life for the benefit of oth-
ers and the value in considering a vocation in service to the Christian 
community. 
 

 

Ecumenical and Interreligious Issues (World Religions)  
044 Grade 12   One semester   ½ credit 
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand the man-
ner in which the Catholic church relates to non-Catholic Christians as 
well as to other religions of the world. The course is intended to help 
students recognize the ways in which important spiritual truths can also 
be found in non-Catholic Christian churches and ecclesial communities 
as well as in non-Christian religions.  

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT (Continued) 
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  Theology 11   

    
035 Grade 11     FULL YEAR 
Non-Cumulative 
Semester 1 (1/2 Credit)  SACRAMENTS  
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand that they 
can encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through the sac-
raments, and especially through the Eucharist. Students will examine 
each of the sacraments in detail so as to learn how they may encounter 
Christ throughout life. USCCB 
REQUIRED OF ALL JUNIORS. 
 
Semester 2 (1/2 Credit)  MORALITY 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is only 
through Christ that they can fully live out God’s plans for their lives. Stu-
dents are to learn the moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives 
of Christ’s disciples. USCCB 
REQUIRED OF ALL JUNIORS. 
 

Senior Year Religion Electives  
(Each senior must choose at least two of the following religion electives.) 

 

  Sacred Scripture    
050 Grade 12   One semester   ½ credit 
The purpose of this course is to give an overview of Sacred Scripture 
with an introduction to the basic principles for understanding and inter-
preting the Bible. This course will offer comments about Scripture’s pur-
pose and religious significance. Given the limits of a semester of study, 
it will not be possible to introduce all the books of the bible here. 
 

  History of the Catholic Church   
052 Grade 12   One semester   ½ credit 
The purpose of this course is to supply students with a general 
knowledge of the Church’s history from apostolic times to the present. 
They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by 
Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by him throughout history 
through the Holy Spirit. The students will come to know that the Church 
is the living body of Christ today and, as such, has both divine and hu-
man elements. In this course, students will learn about the Church’s 
2,000 years of history and about how the church is led and governed by 
the successors of the Apostles. 

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT (Continued) 
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1.  DEFINITION OF CREDIT 
 

A.  Academic credit is given for courses in a recognized academic 
discipline.  Band, Art, Career Center and Religion, as well as the 
more obvious academic courses, are granted academic credit. 

  
B.  ONE credit is given for a passing grade in a course meeting five 
(5) days a week for the FULL YEAR. 
ONE-HALF credit is given for a passing grade in a course meeting 
five (5) days a week for ONE SEMESTER or 2-3 times per week all 
year. 

 
C.  Full year (one credit) courses can be either cumulative or non-
cumulative in nature. 

 
1.)  Cumulative Credit is issued at the end of each semester.  
However, if a student fails the first semester and passes the 
second semester with a C- or above, then he/she will receive 
credit for both semesters. 
2.)  Non-Cumulative Credit is issued at the end of each semester.  
The only way to regain credit that has been lost by failure is to 
attend Summer School classes or to repeat the semester in the 
following year. 

 
2.  GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Twenty-three (23) credits are required for graduation.  These 
credits must be earned in the following areas: 

          
B. 19 academic credits must be earned in Bishop McNamara 

Catholic H.S. courses.  For students who have transferred in, 
80% of credits earned while enrolled at BMCHS must be earned 
in BMCHS courses. 

 
C. All Freshmen are required to take one (1) semester of Physical 

Education and one (1) semester of Health.  Upper level Physical 
Education is an elective program with full academic status and 
students are strongly urged to take additional P.E. courses. 

 
D. Students must pass an exam on the United States Constitution 

and the Illinois State Constitution prior to graduation. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
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E. Courses required for graduation must be taken at BMCHS.  
The only exception is a failure in a required course here, which 
may be made up in summer school.  KCC high school credit 
classes or correspondence classes. 

 
F. A graduation fee will be paid by all graduating Seniors before 

graduation. 
 
      G.  Each student is required to fulfill the fifteen (15) hours of          
           SERVICE per year as outlined in the Curriculum Guide. 
 
      H.  Early graduation is not allowed. 
 
       I.  In keeping with the Mission Statement of Bishop McNamara            
students will be required to attend a day of retreat during the   
           school year.  This retreat will be under the direction of the  
           Campus Minister. 
 
3.  GRADE LEVEL CLASSIFICATION 

A.  Students are classified as Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors   
and Seniors - according to the year in which they are expected to 
graduate. 

 
 
4.  RANK-IN-CLASS 

A. Report cards are generated each nine-week period.  While all 
grades are entered in letters, the following is the letter-number 
equivalent:    

  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=70-79 D=60-69   
  F=below 60   WF-withdrew failing  
 

B. Using the 4.0 grade point scale, rank in class is determined by 
cumulative grade point average (GPA) at the END OF EACH 
SEMESTER.  To determine GPA, grades are assigned quality 
points as follows:  A=4.0, B=3.0, C=2.0, D=1.0.  For Honors 
courses and AP courses, the quality points that correspond to the 
grades are weighted in the determination of the GPA.  The quality 
points assigned to Honors/AP courses are:  A=5.0, B=4.0, C=3.0, 
D=2.0. 

C. Independent study courses are not classified as Honors. 
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Semester 2 (1/2 Credit): 
JESUS CHRIST HIS MISSION AND MINISTRY 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the mystery of 
Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity. In this course students will understand that Jesus Christ is the 
ultimate Revelation to us from God. In learning about who he is, the stu-
dents will also learn who he calls them to be. USCCB 
REQUIRED OF ALL FRESHMEN 
 

 
THEOLOGY 10 

025 Grade 10     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative 
Semester 1 (1/2 Credit): 
JESUS CHRIST SOURCE OF OUR SALVATION 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that God 
has done for us through His Son, Jesus Christ. Through this course of 
study, students will learn that for all eternity, God has planned for us to 
share eternal happiness with Him, which is accomplished through the 
redemption Christ won for us. Students will learn that they share in this 
redemption only in and through Jesus Christ. They will also be intro-
duced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and what life as a disci-
ple entails. USCCB 
REQUIRED OF ALL SOPHOMORES 
 
Semester 2 (1/2 Credit): 
THE CHURCH OUR STORY...CATHOLIC TRADITION, MISSION, 
AND PRACTICE 
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand that in 
and through the Church they encounter the living Jesus Christ. They will 
be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by Christ through 
the Apostles and is sustained by Him through the Holy Spirit. The stu-
dents will come to know that the Church is the living Body of Christ  to-
day. This body has both divine and human elements. In this course, stu-
dents will learn not so much about events in the life of the Church but 
about the sacred nature of the Church. USCCB 
REQUIRED OF ALL SOPHOMORES 

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT (Continued) 
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ECONOMICS/GOVERNMENT/PSYCHOLOGY 
450 Grade 12     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
This course is for all Seniors not enrolled in Honors AP Psychology. 
Topics include Micro economics and Civics (First Semester) and Psy-
chology (Second Semester). Successful completion of the Civics portion 
of this course fulfills the state requirement of passing a satisfactory ex-
am on the Illinois and United States Constitutions. 
 

HISTORY THROUGH FILM 
451 Grades 10, 11, 12   One Semester 
Non-Cumulative    ½ Credit 
This course examines Hollywood feature films and historical dramas as 
historical evidence. Students view movies on various topics and partici-
pate in Inner/outer Socratic seminar discussions, and write essays com-
paring that film evidence to information in more traditional sources, such 
as articles, film reviews and critical commentaries. The course is based 
around six broad questions:  
1. Is film a legitimate historical source?  
2. To what extent is film evidence legitimate?  
3. What determines the legitimacy of film evidence?  
4. What determines the illegitimacy of film evidence?  
5. Is film evidence ever better than traditional historical sources?  
6. Can Hollywood films be used to teach history?  

THEOLOGY 9 
033 Grade 9     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative 
Semester 1 (1/2 Credit): 
JESUS CHRIST GOD’S REVELATION TO THE WORLD 
The purpose of this course is to give students a general knowledge and 
appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures. Through their study of the Bible 
they will come to encounter the living Word of God, Jesus Christ. In the 
course they will learn about the Bible, authored by God through inspira-
tion and its value to people throughout the world. If they have not been 
taught this earlier, they will learn how to read the Bible and will become 
familiar with the major sections of the Bible and the books included in 
each section. The students will pay particular attention to the Gospels, 
where they may grow to know and love Jesus Christ more personally. 
USCCB REQUIRED OF ALL FRESHMEN. 

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
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5.  HONOR ROLL AND NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
 

Two Honor Rolls are printed at the end of each nine-week grading 
period.  In order to achieve the "Gold"  Honor Roll, a student must 
have a GPA of 3.50 or above.  For the "Silver"  Honor Roll, a 
student must have a GPA of 3.00-3.49.  All credited classes are 
considered for Honor Roll status. 

 
Those who remain on either Honor Roll for three (3) consecutive 
semesters and carry a cumulative grade-point-average of 3.5 or 
higher and have attained at least Junior status are academically 
eligible for selection into the National Honor Society. 

 
6.  MAKE-UP CREDITS FOR GRADUATION 
 

In the event of failures, a student may earn credits to graduate with 
his/her class in the following ways: 
A. Repeat and pass the failed class. 
B.  Take extra subjects at McNamara during grades 10,11 and 12 
      Six (6) academic credits is the normal required-course-load. 
C. Take summer school courses.  (Maximum of one credit per 

summer.) 
D. Take high school credit courses at Kankakee Community 

College. 
E. Take correspondence courses through an approved institution.  

Regarding correspondence courses:  Both the daily work 
grade AND the final exam grade must be passing grades for 
credit to be granted by BMCHS 

 
7.  SCHEDULE CHANGES 
 

A. SELECT YOUR COURSES WITH CARE AND PLAN      
      CAREFULLY.  We take your choices seriously and classes are   
      formed, schedules created, and staff hired and assigned on   
      the basis of your registration.  THAT IS WHY WE CANNOT  
     ALLOW CHANGES AFTER THE REGISTRATION PROCESS  
      IS COMPLETE.   
 
B. Mid-year course changes are limited to those that are    
      Absolutely necessary due to:  (1) Failures in full year courses,  
      when recommended by the teacher;  (2) Needs for graduation,   
      as determined by the Counselor. 

GENERAL INFORMATION (continued) 
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C. Withdrawal from any course after the tenth (10th) class day of  
      either semester will result in a grade of WF (withdrew failing)  
      for the semester grade in that class.  WF's are computed into  
      GPA as 0 quality points, just the same as F's. 

 
8.  COLLEGE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Students planning to attend college should begin serious      
       planning with parents, counselors, teachers, etc., early in the  
       Junior year.  Most colleges require a student to rank in the top  
       half of his/her class, which means at least a B average. 

Four Year College/High School Requirements: 
 English .................................................................. 4 years 
 Math (Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II) ................ 3 years 
 Social Studies ....................................................... 3 years 
 Science ................................................................. 3 years 
 Foreign Language, Music, Art or Vocational ........ 2 years 
 

B.  Standardized Testing: 
 

1.)  All Freshmen will take an EXPLORE test in the spring of 
the freshman year. 
2.)  All Sophomores will take the PLAN test in the spring of 
their sophomore year. 
3.)  Bishop McNamara Catholic H.S. offers all Juniors the 
PSAT/NMSQT during October of their junior year. 
4.)  The ACT should be taken in the spring of the Junior year. 
5.)  The SAT is required by some colleges and is usually taken 
at the end of the Junior year or early in the Senior year. 
6.)  All Seniors needing financial help to attend college should 
complete the FAFSA.  Some colleges require completion of a 
CSS profile. 

 
9.  PERMANENT RECORD 
 

A permanent record of all semester grades and college entrance 
test scores is maintained for each student.  This record includes 
grades, grade point average, class rank, credit earned and 
attendance figures. When a student needs a copy of his/her 
permanent record for a college application, for transfer to another 
school, or for job references, he/she asks the REGISTRAR to 

GENERAL INFORMATION  (continued) 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

AP UNITED STATES HISTORY 
431 Grade 11     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
Many people view history merely as a set of dates and facts to be mem-
orized, but history is much more than that. History is an organic and ev-
er-changing discipline, periodically discovering new evidence and revis-
ing old commonly held beliefs. It’s not enough to learn history itself; one 
must learn from history the true essence of the human experience. This 
course is designed for that purpose. The ultimate goal of this course is 
preparation for the AP Exam in the spring. Through this course, stu-
dents will be provided with content, practical knowledge of U.S. History, 
practice in critical thinking activities and experience in effective writing 
techniques that will better prepare them for not only AP exam but also 
their future educational areas. This course is divided into periods of time 
and emphasizes themes throughout American History. These themes 
include the American identity, economic evolution and American foreign 
policy. This will be a rigorous course, but it will also be enjoyable. Hard 
work and dedication will be essential to success. 
 

HONORS PSYCHOLOGY/AP 
443 Grade 12     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
This Honors/Advanced Placement class is intended for Seniors who 
have demonstrated high ability and an enthusiastic interest in the social 
sciences and who meet the department’s approval criteria for admission 
to honors classes. In addition to a college intro-level textbook, this class 
will require a significant amount of supplemental reading from a variety 
of related sources and the completion and presentation of oral presenta-
tions to the class. The nature of the material covered is a traditional sur-
vey/introduction to the field of Psychology and will include subtopics 
such as physiological, cognitive, developmental, abnormal and social 
psychology. The classical theories of personality, psychopathologies 
and therapeutic methods will also be a primary focus of the class con-
tent. This class is highly discussion and participation oriented and there-
fore, requires a willingness to share one’s ideas verbally with the group.  
Students in this class have the option to earn three (3) college credits as 
part of the dual credit program with Kankakee Community College. The 
KCC course is PSYCH 1813 Introduction to Psychology. This class is 
designed to be able to transfer to a four year university. Students must 
meet the guidelines established by KCC to register for the dual credit 
option. Students enrolled in Honors AP Psychology must satisfactorily 
complete an independent study unit and pass an exam on both the Illi-
nois and United States Constitutions by the end of the First Semester. 
RECOMMENDATION REQUIRED. 
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WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
Grade 10      Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
World History and Geography surveys the history of civilization from its 
primitive beginnings through the 20th century. Special emphasis is given 
to significant cultural, economic, geographic, historical, political, and 
social concepts, events, people, principles, and themes of Western Civi-
lization. This study of the human past endeavors to incorporate im-
portant events and topics of non-Western Civilization, such as ancient 
India and China, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East.  
 

 
HONORS WORLD HISTORY 

Grade 10     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative    One Credit 
 
Honors World History is offered to motivated students who wish to de-
velop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and 
contacts in different types of human societies.  Students will combine 
selective factual knowledge and skills of analysis to examine the nature, 
causes, and consequences of changes in global frameworks.  Students 
will also compare major developments in and among major societies. 
The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive 
issues, and skills in analyzing types of historical evidence and offers 
balanced global coverage, with Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and 
Oceania all represented.  
REQUIREMENT: GPA of at least 3.7 OR consent of instructor 
 

 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 

430 Grade 11     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
American History provides students with a broad, general description of 
our nation's past, focusing on the major events, themes, and people of 
America's heritage.  
REQUIRED FOR ALL JUNIORS NOT ENROLLED IN HONORS UNIT-
ED STATES HISTORY. 

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
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prepare one for mailing.  Such copies are called TRANSCRIPTS 
and are OFFICIAL documents, which are NEVER handled by 
students, graduates or parents.  The first transcript for a student is 
supplied free of charge.  Any additional copies cost $2.00. After 
graduation there is a $4.00 fee for each transcript. 

 
10.  COURSE SELECTION 
 
1.  Below the Course Title are numbers (9,10,11,12) indicating the 
grade level for students eligible to take the course.  The length of the 
course (Full Year or One Semester), as well as the credit offered, is 
also indicated.  Cumulative and Non-Cumulative courses are so 
indicated. 
 
2.  Pre-requisites for a course are mentioned in the course description. 
 
3. “RECOMMENDATION NEEDED" following a course description 
means that approval is required by the student's current teacher from 
the department involved (or by the department chairperson, should the 
student not be taking a course currently in that department) - unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION (continued) 



8 

4. Courses designated “HONORS” are courses of considerable 
difficulty and challenge.  A great amount of content is included and it is 
presented within a short time span.  Grades in these courses are given 
an extra quality point in computing a student’s grade-point-average 
(GPA).  Approval is always required for Honors courses.  Independent 
study courses do not qualify for Honors status.  
 
5.  Courses designated “AP” are Advanced Placement Program 
courses.  These courses are approved by the College Board and are 
taught at the high school level.  This allows students to participate in a 
college-level course and possibly earn college credit while still in high 
school.  Students are given the opportunity to show mastery in college 
level courses by taking the “AP” exam in May of each school year.  
Grades in these courses are given an extra quality point in computing 
a student’s grade point average (GPA).  AP exams require additional 
fees. 
 
6.  Every student is required to take a minimum of 6 academic classes 
each semester. 
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EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH 

251 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester 
Non-Cumulative     1/2 Credit 
 
Have you ever been fascinated by a problem? Have you ever tried to 
study that problem in a systematic way? Do you like to communicate the 
results of your efforts to others? People involved in experimental re-
search would answer yes to the forgoing questions. Experimental Re-
search is designed for the independent student who wishes to pursue 
an original research activity during non-class hours. Individuals wishing 
to enroll should approach a member of the Science department with 
their research proposal. Approval of the project must precede registra-
tion for the course. Successful completion of the course will be evi-
denced by the publication of the research in an appropriate forum or the 
public presentation of the results at a professional meeting. 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT (Continued) 
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AP PHYSICS I 

240 Grade 12     Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
 
Physics as a discipline is usually considered to be the most encompass-
ing of the natural sciences. Any and all matter-energy interactions fall 
within its scope. Such concepts as force, momentum, work and energy 
are introduced and dealt with in depth.  
APPROVAL NEEDED FROM DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN OR CUR-
RENT CHEMISTRY TEACHER. 
 

PHYSIOLOGY 
242 Grade 11, 12     Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
 
Human physiology is a course for advanced students who desire a more 
detailed study of the functions of the human body. A systematic ap-
proach is used, including laboratory investigations and the dissection of 
a cat for anatomical comparison.  
Pre-requisite: Chemistry. RECOMMENDATION NEEDED. 
 

LABORATORY ASSISTANT 
250 Grade 12     One Semester 
Non-Cumulative     1/2 Credit 
Students who are interested in laboratory work will have an opportunity 
to learn basic skills and techniques. These include preparation of solu-
tions, handling of chemicals, and setting up apparatus. Each student will 
set his own goals and be encouraged to meet them. A student may 
choose to assist in a biology or a chemistry lab.  
This class can be taken for one semester (1/2 credit) or for the full year 
(1 credit). 
This class is graded on a pass/fail basis. 
Prerequisite: one semester of Chemistry. RECOMMENDATION 
NEEDED. 
 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT (Continued) 
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ART I 
71 Grades 9, 10, 11, 12   One Semester 
 Non-Cumulative    ½ credit 
This first semester course is for the beginning art student and will fo-
cus on introduction of the elements and principles of art and design. 
Students will work in a variety of media to create works within a desig-
nated set of criteria, applying their understanding of artistic techniques 
and terminology to their work. They will be introduced to the critique pro-
cess and will participate in the evaluation of their works and those of 
their peers.  
 

ART II 
72 Grades 9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester                                           
 Non-cumulative   ½ credit  
This second semester course is for the intermediate art student, and 
will be project based. Students will be expected to identify and apply 
basic elements and principles of art and design as they complete works 
that focus on career based individual and collaborative projects. Com-
pletion of successful creative works and written assignments will be a 
large portion of the grade. Student participation in community based 
high school art exhibitions will be required.  
 

ART III 
73 Grades 9, 10, 11, 12                                            One Semester                                           

Non-cumulative                                                    ½ credit  
This first semester course is for the second year art student, 

and will focus on self-expression, student creativity and originality in the 
creation of art. Success will depend on the student’s independent 
thought, planning and execution of projects, and excellent time manage-
ment skills. Students will also act as evaluators of their own artistic 
works, and that of their peers.  Works will be displayed in student-
created online galleries, which will demonstrate design skills and a stu-
dent understanding of technology as an art tool.  

PREREQUISITE: ART I OR ART II (OR INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL) 

 

ART DEPARTMENT 
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ART DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

ART IV 
74 Grades 9, 10, 11, 12   One Semester 
  Non-cumulative   ½ credit 
This second semester course is for the second year art student, and 
will provide the student with an opportunity to create more independent 
productions. Students will focus their attention in a concentrated art me-
dium, and will create a minimum of 6 guided projects throughout the 
semester. They will also act as evaluators of their own artistic works, 
and those of their peers. Participation in community based high school 
art exhibitions will be required, as will an updated online gallery display-
ing student created works.  
PREREQUISITE: ART I OR ART II (OR INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL) 

 

 
FRESHMAN TECHNOLOGY 

615  Grade 9                                                                    Full Year 
Non-Cumulative                                                         ½ Credit 
This course is designed to acclimate new students to their tablets and to 
make them familiar with the processes and applications required for 
success in their classes at Bishop McNamara. Topics specifically ad-
dressed will include copyright ethics, social networking, digital footprints 
and online collaboration.  
This course is required of all freshmen. 

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 

29 

 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

 
AP CHEMISTRY 

231 Grade 11, 12     Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
 
In this course great emphasis is placed on experimentation and obser-
vation as the basis for all knowledge. The specific goal of Chemistry is 
the interpretation of facts by thoughtful use of basic principles. Major 
concepts include a consideration of the nature of matter and energy, 
atoms and molecules as the building blocks of matter, the nature of the 
atom, chemical bonds, molecular structure, and the dynamics of chemi-
cal reactions.  
Students in this class have the option to earn eight (8) college credits as 
part of the dual credit program with Kankakee Community College. First 
semester is four (4) credits CHEM 1514. Second semester is another 
four (4) credits CHEM 1524. These classes are designed to be able to 
transfer to a four year university. Students will be required to take the 
ACT COMPASS test at KCC in early Fall. Students must meet the 
guidelines established by KCC to register for the dual credit option. This 
class will meet for double period twice a week. 
APPROVAL NEEDED FROM DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN OR PREVI-
OUS SCIENCE TEACHER. 
  

PHYSICS 
241 Grade 12     Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
Have you ever tried to stand an egg upright? Have you ever wondered 
how big the Universe is or how it began? Have you ever thought about 
light and how fast it travels; or stared into a flame and wondered what it 
really is? If you answer yes to some or all of the preceding questions, 
are a Senior level student, have sound mathematical skills and good 
work habits Physics may be for you.... This course is designed for active 
learners who desire to enhance their fundamental understanding of the 
physical world. Simple labs, thoughtfully designed to elicit conceptual 
understanding of various phenomena will be at the heart of the student's 
day to day activity. Material from a wide variety of sources will be em-
ployed. All students will actively participate in various group research 
projects.  
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BIOLOGY 
221 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12     
Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
The major ideas in biology will be studied with a focus on man's relation-
ship with his environment. Stress will be placed on learning biological 
concepts through scientific logic and methodology, particularly through 
the use of scientific investigations 
THIS CLASS WILL MEET FOR DOUBLE PERIOD ONCE A WEEK. 
 
 

 
HONORS BIOLOGY 

222 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12     Full 
Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
This course strongly emphasizes a biochemical approach to the study of 
biology. Besides exploring the basic concepts of biology, the student is 
expected to gain an understanding of the means by which biological 
information is collected and interpreted through experimentation. Some 
topics involve time spent in the library seeking answers to practical 
questions.  
THIS CLASS WILL MEET FOR DOUBLE PERIOD ONCE A WEEK. 
RECOMMENDATION NEEDED. 
 

 
CHEMISTRY 

230 Grade 11, 12     Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
Chemistry is usually seen as the study of the structure and properties of 
matter. It is often referred to as the most central of the sciences. Chem-
istry is experimentally based and designed to involve the student in the 
purposeful interrogation of nature. Mastery of Algebra and computation-
al skill are assumed.  
THIS CLASS WILL MEET FOR DOUBLE PERIOD ONCE A WEEK. 
RECOMMENDATION NEEDED. Note: Student must have had Alge-
bra II or concurrently be enrolled in Algebra II 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  
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COMPUTER REPAIR AND SUPPORT 
620  Grades 11, 12    One Semester 

 No Credit 
 

This hands-on PC repair course familiarizes students with standard PC 
hardware and software systems. Students dismantle and reassemble a 
PC, learning about industry standard hardware systems and compo-
nents including CPUs, system memory, video adapters, sound cards, 
storage drives, network adapters, internal and external modems, as well 
as expansion technologies such as SCSI, USB and Firewire. Students 
will also be introduced to and practice standard PC support techniques 
with special regard to personal safety and system reliability. Diagnosis 
and resolution of common hardware failures and configuration/
compatibility issues is stressed and students are given hands-on prac-
tice using proven troubleshooting techniques to solve problems. Partici-
pants learn to install, configure, upgrade and repair an operating system 
with particular focus on managing the hardware configuration of the sys-
tem. In addition to hands-on hardware maintenance for workstation, 
server and portable systems, students are introduced to issues sur-
rounding business continuity and disaster recovery planning and the 
automation of ongoing maintenance and performance tuning of sys-
tems. The function, use and basic configuration of common networking 
components such as bridges, hubs, routers and firewalls is explained 
and demonstrated. This course provides a thorough introduction to PC 
hardware and fundamentals of operating system installation, including 
both Windows and Linux systems. It provides much of the information 
required for the hardware exam that is part of the A+ Certification. 
PREREQUISITES: STUDENTS SHOULD HAVE A WORKING 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE WINDOWS OPERATING SYSTEM. RECOM-
MENDATION NEEDED. 
 
 
 

ACCOUNTING I 
634 Grade 11,12     Full Year 
Cumulative     One Credit 
The main objective of Accounting I is to introduce the student to the 
general accounting cycle. The student will learn these procedures 
through online practice and through an actual simulation practice set. 
The practice set will include everything a normal business would en-
counter (invoices, receipts, memorandums, etc.) for a one-month period. 

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT (Continued) 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

ENGLISH I 
112 Grade 9     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
English I provides an intensive study of grammar and composition. 
Heavy emphasis is placed on the basic writing skills including structure, 
grammar usage and punctuation. Students will experience a wide range 
of writing activities, including the basic essay and a research essay. Stu-
dents also have a study skills unit to help them with the transition to high 
school. In addition, students will be introduced to literary analysis 
through the study of short stories, poetry, plays and the novel. Students 
will also study non-fiction for analysis relating to historical and current 
event issues. Technology will be used via student computers for writing, 
research and other activities related to grammar. Students will have a 
weekly vocabulary unit based on the work that is currently being stud-
ied. These lessons focus on skills to improve performance on college 
entrance exams. Students will experience a unit of library science which 
includes the use of databases and how to research authoritative web-
sites  
 

HONORS ENGLISH I 
115 Grade 9     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
English I Honors is an intensive study of grammar, composition, and 
literary analysis. Each student must demonstrate clear, analytical skills 
in language both written and verbal. The writing process, with the use of 
tablet computers, aligns with the literature components studied in class. 
The writing program enables each student to demonstrate and experi-
ence a wide range of writing essays including the vocabulary and tech-
niques of the short story, poetry, drama, essay, non-fiction, and the nov-
el. Students will develop a research paper utilizing computers for re-
search as well as a library science unit. Students will have weekly vo-
cabulary units based on work that is currently being studied. These les-
sons focus on skills to improve performance on college entrance exams 
and writing specifications. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT  

 
FRESHMEN P.E.                         

512 - Boys 513- Girls 
Grade 9     One Semester 
Non-Cumulative    1/2 Credit 
Freshmen are required to take one semester of physical education. The 
curriculum will include individual sports, lifetime sports, team sports, and 
physical fitness development. The program is designed to give a basic 
general introduction to physical education concepts and to promote a 
positive attitude toward exercise and wellness. 
 

 HEALTH 

515 Grade 9    One Semester 

Non-Cumulative   1/2 Credit 

 

Freshmen are required to take one semester of health education. The 

programs includes mental health, personal health habits, drugs and al-

cohol education, tobacco, nutrition, sexually transmitted diseases and 

consumer health. This course will involve a technology based, collabo-

rative approach to understanding health principles and promoting a pos-

itive attitude toward wellness. 

  

UPPER LEVEL P.E. 

550, 551— Boys 560, 561— Girls 

Grade 10, 11, 12    One Semester 

Non–Cumulative    1/2 Credit 

 

This course is an elective for juniors and seniors. Physical Education is 

designed to benefit all students and to provide an opportunity for attain-

ing a high level of fitness. This course will provide instruction of rules 

and strategies, opportunity to develop cardiovascular fitness, flexibility, 

strength, coordination, and agility. Fitness development, team sports, 

individual sports, lifetime activities and coed activities will be a part of 

the curriculum. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
757   Grade 9,10,11,12                                                              Full Year 
                                                                                                 One credit 

                                         
This course is open to students who play a band instrument and can 
read music. Music reading ability will be assessed by a basic music 
skills test consisting of rhythm and pitch reading given by the band di-
rector. Students will be required to perform in seasonal concerts, and 
other community events which may include Pep band or other musical 
ensembles. The McNamara Pep Band will perform at home Varsity 
Football and Varsity boys and girls basketball games. Students will also 
have the opportunity to participate in the All-Catholic Honor Band, IMEA, 
and Solo and Ensemble Contest.  Additional opportunities will be provid-
ed for students to participate in volunteer performances, including com-
munity performances and Jazz Band and Liturgical Ensembles.  Individ-
ual lessons with the instructor will be offered to students interested in 
joining band, who lack previous experience. 
*Music instructor approval required for this course. 
 

 
PERFORMANCE CHOIR – BMCHS VOCAL AMABASSADORS 

762   Grade 9,20,11,12                                                            Full Year
                                                                                No Credit 

 
Membership in Performance Choir is open to every student who enjoys 
singing, and will include instruction and practice in performance tech-
niques as well as individual instruction based on level of entry. No audi-
tion is required. A variety of musical styles will be explored. Students will 
be required to attend rehearsals during regular meeting times. Occa-
sional Saturday rehearsals and a one week summer workshop may also 
be required. Attendance is mandatory at all seasonal concerts and other 
community performances. Students will have the opportunity to partici-
pate in IHSA music contest. Students will be responsible for the pur-
chase of their own performance outfits and accessories. In keeping with 
the mission of our school and recognizing that our musical gifts come 
from God, students will also act as liturgical leaders of song as cantors 
and vocalists at our school liturgies. Participation in the Spring Musical 
is encouraged, but not required. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

COMMUNICATIONS I 
110 Grade 9     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
A 9th grade course designed for students selected on the basis of test 
scores, grades and/or teacher recommendation. This course is required 
for students whose reading proficiency upon entry into high school is 
below bench-mark. This course may NOT be used as one of the four 
English credits needed to meet graduation requirements. Course De-
scription: This course is designed to assist students in making a smooth 
and successful transition to high-school life; to provide students with 
growth experiences both in the educational and personal realms; to in-
troduce them to a variety of high-school survival skills (note-taking, test-
taking, research skills) as well as personal survival skills (goal setting, 
time management, effective communication skills, etc.) and to increase 
the probability of their success both during their high school career and 
after graduation. The course will provide standards-based units and ac-
tivities using research-based instructional strategies, study skills, real 
world problems, technology, and meaningful assignments to help stu-
dents to master standards at the level necessary to succeed in high 
school. The course will focus on developing basic communications skills 
and strategies through reading, writing, spelling vocabulary, grammati-
cal usages, and speaking. 
 

ENGLISH II 
122 Grade 10     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
English II offers a continuation of basic grammar skills, but adds an in-
tense concentration on the most common grammatical situations that 
appear on the ACT and SAT. Students will review the elements of writ-
ing as a prelude to the writing of extensive, complex essays of varied 
styles. In addition, students will write essays with an emphasis on critical 
literary analysis based on the literary works studied including novels, 
plays, short stories and poetry. Students will also write a comprehensive 
research paper. Oral communication skills will be taught through the 
study of speech and will culminate in oral presentations. The sopho-
mores will enter into the second level of a three year vocabulary pro-
gram established to improve performance on the ACT and SAT. Tech-
nology will be used with student computers for writing, research, and 
group work. Students will use Wikis, Google Documents, and other in-
ternet based technology to enhance their writing and research experi-
ences. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

HONORS ENGLISH II 
125   Grade 10     Full Year  
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
This course is offered to students who have demonstrated superiority in 
the writing process and in literary analysis during their first year in the 
English program. Honors English II is a challenging, fast-paced course 
that will demand much more time, effort, and study than the other soph-
omore literature course. Students will study in depth a large volume of 
novels, short stories, plays, non-fiction and poetry. Students will be in-
volved in an intensive writing program which includes many critical and 
analytical papers. In addition, students will write a comprehensive re-
search paper. Students will be taught the study of speech which will cul-
minate in oral presentations.  Students will enter the second level of a 
three year vocabulary program established to improve performance on 
the ACT and SAT.   Technology will be used with student computers for 
writing, research, and group work. Students will use a variety of technol-
ogy to enhance their classroom experience.  Students will receive assis-
tance in preparing for the ACT and SAT. Students must fill out an appli-
cation form and complete the essay to be considered for acceptance to 
the class.  
RECOMMENDATION NEEDED. 
 

AMERICAN LITERATURE 
131 Grade 11     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
American Literature is designed for the college-bound student. The 
course covers most of the same material as the honors section but at a 
slower pace. Students will study the development of American Literature 
from its earliest stages to the modern era. The course includes a thor-
ough writing program of critical and analytical essays. Students also 
write a research paper relating to American Literature. Students will en-
ter the third level of the vocabulary program. Technology will be used 
with student computers for writing, research, and group work. Students 
will use a variety of technology including Wikis and Google Docs to en-
hance their classroom experience. Students will receive assistance in 
preparing for the ACT and SAT. 
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HONORS SPANISH IV/AP 
842 Grade 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
This course continues on the path to complete comprehension and 
perfection of the target language. The student will continue the build-
ing of vocabulary and the refinement of grammar skills. The course 
stresses oral skills, compositions, and grammar, emphasizing the use 
of Spanish for active, accurate and fluent communication. The student 
is required to use the language in the classroom. Students are ex-
pected to read, understand, and critically analyze works of major His-
panic writers. If the student wishes, the Spanish Advanced Placement 
Test will be available at the end of the second semester.  
PRE-REQUISITE: A "B" AVERAGE IN SPANISH III HONORS OR 
SPANISH IV AND RECOMMENDATION REQUIRED. 
  
 

SPANISH V 
852 Grade 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
Spanish V is offered after completion of Spanish IVAP. It is assumed 
that the student began the language study in junior high school and 
has maintained excellent work in the first three years here. This class 
is a “class within a class”. It will be offered simultaneously with Span-
ish IVAP so that the student is further prepared for the Spanish AP 
exam. The Spanish V student will be expected to communicate exclu-
sively in Spanish and will challenged deeper and wider than the stu-
dents in Spanish IVAP.  
PRE-REQUISITE: A "B" AVERAGE IN SPANISH IV AP AND REC-
OMMENDATION REQUIRED.  

MODERN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT (Continued) 



24 

 

SPANISH III 
834 Grades 10, 11, 12   Full Year 

Cumulative    One Credit 
Spanish III is the natural progression of Spanish I and II. Students will 
read more extensive materials for direct comprehension, write longer 
compositions, and extend their knowledge of grammar. Heavy emphasis 
is placed on listening skills and oral communication. Cultural activities, 
centered on Spanish artists, enhance the language experience. A varie-
ty of technological tools are utilized to augment the comprehension of 
the Spanish language and culture.  
PREREQUISITE: A "C" AVERAGE IN SPANISH II IS REQUIRED. 

 
HONORS SPANISH III 

832 Grade 10, 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 

Although Spanish III is a progression in the language study, the ap-
proach assumes complete mastery of skills learned in Spanish I and II. 
Students will read more extensive materials for direct comprehension, 
write longer and more complex compositions, and extend their 
knowledge of grammar. Students will need to rely heavily on prior 
knowledge in order to be successful at independent thought and study. 
Through conversational and writing patterns, students learn to speak 
and write the target language. In addition, the students are introduced to 
the art of Spain and Latin America.  Native literary readings are intro-
duced at this level. A variety of technological tools are utilized to aug-
ment the comprehension of the Spanish language and culture.  
PREREQUISITE: AN "A" AVERAGE IN SPANISH II AND RECOM-
MENDATION REQUIRED. 
 

SPANISH IV 
841 Grades 11, 12   Full Year 

Cumulative    One Credit 
Spanish IV continues the knowledge of Spanish III. The course focuses 
on increasing perfection of Spanish grammar and higher level thinking 
skills in Spanish. Heavy emphasis is placed on oral and written commu-
nication in the target language. Cultural activities, centered on authentic 
Spanish literature, enhance the language experience. A variety of tech-
nological tools are utilized to augment the comprehension of the Span-
ish language and culture.   
Note: Spanish IV is not an Honors course. 
PREREQUISITE: A "C" AVERAGE IN SPANISH III IS REQUIRED. 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE 
132 Grade 11     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
This course is offered to students who have demonstrated superiority in 
the writing process and in literary analysis during the first two years in 
the English program. Honors American Literature is a challenging, fast-
paced course that will demand much more time, effort, and study than 
the other junior literature courses. Students will study in depth a large 
volume of novels, short stories, plays, non-fiction and poetry. Students 
will be involved in an intensive writing program which includes many 
critical and analytical papers. In addition, students will write a historical/
literary research paper. Students will trace the development of American 
Literature from its earliest stages to the modern era. Students will also 
do oral presentations for various units of study. Students will enter the 
final year of the vocabulary program. Technology will be used with stu-
dent computers for writing, research, and group work. Students will use 
a variety of technology including Wikis and Google Docs to enhance 
their classroom experience.  Students will receive assistance in prepar-
ing for the ACT and SAT. Students are admitted by invitation only. Stu-
dents must maintain a B average in Honors English II for admittance to 
this class.  
RECOMMENDATION NEEDED. 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
140 Grade 12     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
 
English Literature is a literary/historical survey and a college-prep com-
position course. Students study literature ranging from the Anglo Saxon 
Period to Modern Literature. Special emphasis includes Chaucer, 
Shakespeare, Swift, Romantic and Victorian Poets, the Victorian Novel, 
and Modern short stories and poetry. Critical and analytical papers and 
historical research are required. This is a required course for college-
bound students. 
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE 
141 Grade 12     Full Year 
Non-Cumulative     One Credit 
This is an Advanced Placement course designed for students who have 
demonstrated superiority in the English program for the first three years. 
The course is an in-depth, fast-paced study of the major English authors 
and their works in a historic context. Special emphasis is placed on 
Chaucer, Elizabethan drama (Marlow and Shakespeare), Romantic and 
Victorian poetry, and the nineteenth century novel. Extensive writing is 
required. College credit may be received by scoring well on the Ad-
vanced Placement exam at the end of the course. Students are admit-
ted by invitation only. Students must maintain a B average in Honors 
American Literature for admittance to this class.  
RECOMMENDATION NEEDED.  

 
COLLEGE STUDY SKILLS 

150 Grade 11 and 12    Full Year 
Non-Cumulative    1/2 Credit 
This is a foundational course in active learning strategies and effective 
study skills that focus on the learner’s role and responsibility in the 
learning process such as, time management, study methods, test-taking 
tips, information literacy, and financial awareness are covered. 
 
This course is offered as a three (3) credit hour dual credit course with 
Kankakee Community College (ORIN 1501—College Success Skills).  
This credit most probably would not transfer to a four year university or 
college. 

 

 
ALGEBRA 1 

311   Grade 9    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
This course focuses on the discovery of solutions and answers using 
observances and experiences of problem solving.  Placement in this 
course is determined by the student's entrance test score. The course 
emphasizes the basic concepts of algebra and a wealth of practice 
problems designed to encourage the development of problem solving 
techniques and abstract thinking, particularly in regard to one and two 
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Upon successful completion of this class, students will progress to 
Spanish III or III Honors.  
Pre-requisite: Students who are raised in a home where Spanish is 
spoken and who can understand and speak Spanish. A BRIEF 
ORAL INTERVIEW WITH THE TEACHER IS REQUIRED.  

  
 

SPANISH FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS II 
815 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   Full Year 

Cumulative    One Credit 
Spanish for Heritage Speakers is designed for heritage learners of 
Spanish. It offers Spanish-speaking students the opportunity to study 
Spanish formally in an academic setting in the same way native English-
speaking students study English language arts.  It focuses on the devel-
opment of communicative competence in reading, writing, speaking and 
listening, as well as on understanding Hispanic cultures of heritage 
speakers of Spanish in the United States. This course is conducted in 
Spanish. During this course, students will gain confidence using Span-
ish to express their own thoughts on social and academic themes, inter-
act with other speakers of the language, understand oral and written 
messages and make oral and written presentations. Upon successful 
completion of this class, students will progress to Spanish III or III Hon-
ors.  
Pre-requisite: SPANISH FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS I 
 

SPANISH II 
822 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
This course is a continuation of Spanish I, with increasingly more chal-
lenging grammatical structures used in speaking, reading, and writing. 
Success in Spanish I is essential for this course. More classroom use of 
the language is required. Original skits and compositions aid the student 
in developing confidence and in showing competency in the language. 
Class participation, oral and written, solo and in groups, is necessary for 
all students. Cultural activities, centered on Spain, enhance the lan-
guage experience. A variety of technological tools are utilized to aug-
ment the comprehension of the Spanish language and culture.  

PRE-REQUISITE A "C" AVERAGE IN SPANISH I IS REQUIRED.  
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FRENCH V 

850 Grade 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
French V is designed as an independent seminar for students who have 
followed an accelerated sequence in French due to prior experience or 
special circumstances.  The class meets weekly for 90 minute sessions 
outside of school hours.  Students read a selection of literary works for 
discussion and keep a French journal which is analyzed weekly for pro-
gress in written fluency at an increasingly high level of sentence struc-
ture.  Evaluation is ongoing based on preparation for class, effort and 
improvement.  Topical readings, films, articles, and vocabulary banks 
are used for discussion and writing.    
Note: French V is not an honors course. 
PRE-REQUISITE: A "B" AVERAGE IN FRENCH IV AND RECOMMENDA-

TION REQUIRED. 

  
SPANISH I 

812 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
Spanish I is devoted to basic training in the language for those interest-
ed in developing the ability to converse, read, and write. Attention is fo-
cused on the acquisition of vocabulary. A foundation is laid in the me-
chanics needed for reading, writing, speaking, and listening in the target 
language. Cultural activities, centered on Hispanic America, enhance 
the language experience. A variety of technological tools are utilized to 
augment the comprehension of the Spanish language and culture. 
 

SPANISH FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS I 
814 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
Spanish for Heritage Speakers is designed for heritage learners of 

Spanish. It offers Spanish-speaking students the opportunity to study 

Spanish formally in an academic setting in the same way native English-

speaking students study English language arts.  It focuses on the devel-

opment of communicative competence in reading, writing, speaking and 

listening, as well as on understanding Hispanic cultures of heritage 

speakers of Spanish in the United States. This course is conducted in 

Spanish. During this course, students will gain confidence using Span-

ish to express their own thoughts on social and academic themes, inter-

act with other speakers of the language, understand oral and written 

messages and make oral and written presentations.  
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT (Continued) 

variable equations. Topics covered include: operations with integers, 
rational numbers and real numbers; ratios and proportions, solving 
single variable equations and inequalities; graphing in the coordinate 
plane; an introduction to functions and two-variable equations; and an 
introduction to exponents and monomials. 
 

ACCELERATED ALGEBRA 1 
314  Grade 9, 10    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
The goal of this course is to expose the student to standard algebraic 
skills. Topics covered will include solving linear equations, inequalities, 
and systems of equations, simplifying polynomials, factoring polynomi-
als, and graphing various types of equations. The goal of this course is 
to expose the student to algebraic structure and to train the student in 
the computational and manipulative skills necessary in a college pre-
paratory class. Placement in this course is determined by the entrance 
exam scores.   
PREREQUISITE: PLACEMENT BASED ON PLACEMENT TEST 
SCORES. 

 

 

HONORS ALGEBRA 2 
319  Grade  9    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
This is a special section of Honors Algebra 2 for those freshmen stu-
dents whose entrance test scores indicate an above-average aptitude 
for mathematics. The course will cover, in greater depth and at a faster 
pace, the same topics as Algebra 2. A strong background and mastery 
of Algebra 1 skills are essential. Students should have good study 
habits and welcome challenge. The course will review Algebra 1 top-
ics, and then more traditional College Algebra topics. Topics covered 
include but are not limited to matrix algebra, complex numbers, and 
functions (including polynomial and rational). Problem solving skills will 
be stressed. A TI-83 plus or TI-84 plus graphing calculator is required.   
PREREQUISITE:  PLACEMENT BASED ON PLACEMENT TEST 
SCORES. 
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GEOMETRY 
320  Grade  10, 11, 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
This is a course in modern geometry designed to enable the student to 
develop an understanding of deductive and inductive proof and an abil-
ity to apply them to geometric problems and practical situations. Topics 
studied include congruent triangles, parallel and perpendicular lines, 
similar polygons, right triangles and the Pythagorean property, circles, 
and the areas of plane figures. 
PREREQUISITE:  ALGEBRA 1 CREDIT  

 

HONORS GEOMETRY 
321  Grade  10    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
This course is provided for those students who have shown exceptional 
proficiency in mathematics.  The course includes all topics taught in Ge-
ometry, but the content is pursued in more depth.  Additional topics such 
as surface area and volume of solids will be included.  
PREREQUISITE:  HONORS ALGEBRA 2 CREDIT OR ALGEBRA 1 
WITH TEACHER/DEPARTMENT CHAIR RECOMMENDATION.  

 

ALGEBRA 2/TRIG 
329 Grade 11, 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
This course reviews and deepens understanding of Algebra 1 concepts 
and covers the more advanced topics of  algebra 2 and trigonometry.  
Topics included are relations and functions, quadratic equations, expo-
nents and radicals, complex numbers, trigonometry, exponential and 
logarithmic functions and conic sections.  An emphasis is placed on 
mathematical modeling and applying skills to solve word problems. A TI-
83 plus or TI-84 plus graphing calculator is required. PREREQUISITE:  
GEOMETRY CREDIT. 
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 FRENCH II 
820 Grade 10, 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
Students expand reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills attained 
in French I.  They learn more advanced grammar and read with greater 
understanding.  Their conversation is developed to the intermediate lev-
el.  Proficiency in these skills is demonstrated in tests, homework, and 
original skits and speeches.  Tapes, text, workbook and French films are 
used to stimulate conversation and increase exposure to French culture. 
Student laptops are used for all elements of language acquisition, espe-
cially for culture.   

PRE-REQUISITE A "C" AVERAGE IN FRENCH I IS REQUIRED. 

 

HONORS FRENCH III 
830 Grade 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    OneCredit  
An advanced course designed to increase the student's proficiency in 
aural comprehension, speaking fluency, reading ability, and writing 
style.  Students are introduced to advanced tenses and sentence struc-
ture, and learn about French civilization and history through topical 
readings.  Proficiency in these skills is gained through textbook work, 
along with paragraph and journal writing, skits, and impromptu discus-
sion.  Students are expected to maintain a "B" average in the class. Stu-
dent laptops are used to enhance elements of language acquisition, 
especially for culture.  

PRE-REQUISITE: A "B" AVERAGE IN FRENCH II AND RECOMMEN-

DATION REQUIRED.  

 

HONORS FRENCH IV/AP 
840 Grade 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
French IV is conducted almost entirely in French.  Much attention is giv-
en to students' progress in spoken fluency and improved sentence 
structure in compositions.  Several literary works are read and dis-
cussed for meaning and ideas.  Students increase facility with the lan-
guage while gaining appreciation for French culture, through films.  In 
addition some students will prepare for and take the French Language 
Advanced Placement Exam in May. Student laptops are used to en-
hance elements of language acquisition, especially for culture.    
PRE-REQUIISTE A "B" IN FRENCH III AND RECOMMENDATION 
REQUIRED. 
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AP CALCULUS 
341  Grade 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
This course is equivalent to a first semester college Calculus course. It 
is designed to prepare students to take the Calculus AP Exam in May. It 
requires a solid background in advanced algebra. Some time is spent 
reexamining topics such as equation solving, functions and their graphs, 
polynomial and rational functions, exponential, logarithmic, and trigono-
metric functions. Other topics include limits, derivatives, applications of 
derivatives, integrals, and applications of integrals. Course material is 
presented geometrically, numerically, analytically, and verbally to en-
hance student understanding of the basic concepts of calculus. Gra-
phing calculators and computers are used regularly to reinforce the con-
cepts of calculus, explore calculus ideas, support the results of their an-
alytical work, and to help solve problems. This class will meet for a dou-
ble period twice a week.  
PREREQUISITE:  HONORS ALGEBRA 2 & TRIGONOMETRY CRED-
IT.OR PRE-CALCULUS CREDIT 
 

 
FRENCH I 

810 Grade 9, 10, 11, 12   Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
French I is devoted to basic training in the language.  Students are en-
couraged to speak French daily to aid them in vocabulary development, 
syntax structure, and ease of using the language.  Audio-visual aids, 
tapes, text and workbook are used to attain the goals of a firm founda-
tion in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  French culture is inter-
twined in daily language lessons. Student laptops are used to enhance 
all elements of language acquisition, especially for culture.   
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MATH ANALYSIS 

343  Grade 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
 
Topics include sets, real numbers, factoring, functions, expressions 
(polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and radical), equations 
(linear, absolute value, rational, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, and 
radical) and inequalities (linear and absolute value). Systems of equa-
tions and complex numbers are introduced. Word problems are studied 
in detail.  
Students in this class have the option to earn four (4) college credits as 
part of the dual credit program with Kankakee Community College. 
(MATH 1424-Intermediate Algebra) This credit most probably would not 
transfer to a four year university or college. This is the foundational 
course required before entry into college level math courses. Upon sat-
isfactory completion of this course with a C or better, the student would 
qualify for enrollment in transfer level math classes at KCC. 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 or Advanced Algebra 2 credit. 
  
 

HONORS PRE-CALCULUS 
340  Grade 12    Full Year 
Cumulative    One Credit 
This course extends the study of Advanced Algebra 2. Topics include an 
in-depth study of algebraic, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric 
functions and their graphs. This course is designed to prepare students 
for a college calculus course.   This is an honors level class. 

PREREQUISITE:  ADVANCED ALGEBRA 2 OR HONORS ALGEBRA 

2 & TRIGONOMETRY CREDIT. 

 

 


