
closed in this newsletter two 
cards; one of which will de-
scribe the distinct benefits of a 
McNamara education, and the 
other describing what makes 
McNamara different and why 
we Choose To Be More! We 
simply ask that you use these 
cards to broadcast the 
McNamara story to your 
friends and neighbors. 
 
We also recognize that we 
could not do all that we do, 
without the tremendous sup-
port that we receive from you 
the McNamara families, to the 
many families that share their 
time and talent we say thank 
you. In this newsletter you will 
also find our Parents in Part-
nership brochure which de-
scribes the many volunteer 
opportunities we offer for you 
to become or continue to be 
actively involved in your 
child’s education here at 
McNamara. 
 
Again, as I said, we certainly 
thank you for Choosing To Be 
More and selecting Bishop 
McNamara for your child-
(ren)’s high school education. 
 
Kindest regards, 
Terry Granger 

 

 

 

 

McNamara Families, 

In a time when Native Ameri-
cans were being forced to 
leave their homeland and 
move to reservations, a young 
Native American boy was 
talking to his grandfather: 
 
“What do you think about the 
world situation?” the young 
boy asked. 
 
The grandfather replied. “I feel 
like wolves are fighting in my 
heart. One is full of anger and 
hatred, the other is full of love, 
forgiveness, and peace.” 
 
“Which one will win?” asked 
the boy. 
 
To which the grandfather 
replied, “The one I feed.” 
  
 (Author Unknown) 
 
This simple story makes a very 

powerful point, that in life, we 
are constantly making choices. 
It is these choices that will 
determine who we become.  
 
All of us associated with Bish-
op McNamara know that you 
have many choices when it 
comes to your children’s edu-
cation, with that said we cer-
tainly wish to say thank you 
for choosing McNamara for 
your son or daughter’s high 
school education. By sending 
your child(ren) to McNamara 
you provided the opportunity 
for your child to find their 
spirituality, as well as receive a 
quality education that will 
enable them to be successful 
at the college or university of 
their choice. These are only a 
couple of the outstanding 
benefits that your son or 
daughter will obtain during 
their years here at McNamara! 
 
Recently, I sent you all a letter 
introducing our new brand 
and tagline. In that letter I 
stated we are going to begin 
broadcasting the distinct ben-
efits we provide to each of our 
students. Who better to ask to 
assist us in this endeavor than 
you our current families. To 
that end, you will find en-

A Message from Principal Granger 

Welcome Sr Maureen Fallon, SP 

When I mentioned to my Sis-
ter of Providence friends at St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods, IN that I 
was going to be able to minis-
ter at Bishop McNamara High 
School, they were pleased. 
One sister almost jumped out 
of her chair with excitement. 
The actual Bishop Martin 
McNamara had been pastor of 
her parish when she was in 
grade school. This quiet and 

usually soft-spoken sister 
enthusiastically described 
Bishop Martin McNamara as 
friendly, positive, personable, 
and present to students, 
teachers, and families.  In the 
short time I have been here, I 
have experienced that Spirit of 
Bishop McNamara in so many 
of the people whom I have 
met. The welcome and sense 
of caring exhibited by so many 

families 
and al-
ums has 
been a 
true 
blessing 
in my 
life. May 
the Spirit of Bishop Martin 
McNamara continue to inspire 
us as we serve the children 
God has sent us. 
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Special points of 

interest: 

Bishop McNamara 

welcomes Sr. 

Maureen Fallon, SP 

Campus Ministry 

creating mural 

Fine Arts announce 

upcoming Fall Play 

“Lost and Found” 

Guidance Office   

Welcomes Knox   

College 

 

Parent Organizations 

seek new members 

Terry Granger, Principal 

  Sister Maureen Fallon, SP 



“Step inside the 

door!” 

Lost and Found 

 

A Musical Parable 

Directed By Deacon 

Pat Skelly 

 

To be presented  

October 18 & 19, 

2013 – Mac Café 

Stage. 

  

$5.00  Admission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost and Found is the sto-

ry of the “prodigal son,” or 

better, the parable of the 

two lost sons, told in the 

form of a musical set in 

Palestine in the first cen-

tury. Its lessons are sim-

ple but profound: all are 

lost, but all are found. It is 

the gospel of the new age: 

either we live together, or 

we die alone.  

 

Spring Musical 

 

Disney’s  

Beauty and the Beast 

April 11-13, 2014  

 

K3 Junior High School 

Auditorium 

Auditions in  

mid-January! 

 

If you would like to be a 

part of any production in 

anyway, please contact 

Deacon Skelly at  

pskelly@bishop-mcnamara.org 

bassadors are made up of 
students who enjoy singing 
and bringing good will 
through song to our com-
munity.  Many field trips 
and performances are 
planned for this year. If you 
are interested in becoming a 
part of this elite group, con-
tact Deacon Skelly, Director 
at pskelly@bishopmcnamara.org. 

  

The Vocal Ambassadors are 
in full “swing” getting famil-
iar with their performance 
choir repertoire, and getting 
to know our new mem-
bers.  Deacon Skelly has 
been directing the choral, 
drama, and liturgical activi-
ties here at Bishop Mac for 
twenty two years this year. 
Presently, we have added 
twelve new Ambassadors to 
our group.  The Vocal Am-

Students: Join Vocal  

Ambassadors 

We sing every 
morning during 

zero hour.  Won’t 
you consider    
joining us? 

News from the Drama Department 

The Vocal Ambassadors are in Full Swing 

2013-2014 Student Council Officers Announced 
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Kayla Ronchetto, Junior 

member of the BMHS Vocal 

Ambassadors sings a solo 

at a recent performance. 

 

The 2014 

yearbook can now 

be ordered online. 

A link has been 

provided on the 

main page of the 

Bishop Mac 

website. 

(bishopmac.com) 

Order by 

September 30 to 

take advantage of 

the discounted 

price of $55. 

Any orders placed 

after October 1
st

 

will cost $65.  

Executive Officers 

President– Allison Kuhn 

VP– Michael Malpasuto 

Secretary– Jordan Lakomiak 

Representatives  

Samantha Hakeman 

Paige Smith 

 

Junior Officers 

President– Sophia Koziol 

VP– Jenna Lawler 

Secretary– Corrine O’Connor 

Representatives  

Hailey Corcoran 

Dalton Pachorek 

Sophomore Officers 

President– Jared West 

VP– Alison Granger 

Secretary– Kathryn Rogers 

Representatives  

Norah Bufford 

Baylee Hull 

Abbie Netherton Freshman Officers to be Announced  

mailto:pskelly@bishop-mcnamara.org
mailto:pskelly@bishop-mcnamara.org


Our Holy Father, Pope Fran-
cis calls for “courageous 
evangelization”.  The re-
sponsibility to evangelize 
was given to each of us at 
our Baptism.  BMCHS is 
pleased to introduce our 
new ministry team.  Mrs. 
Bovie will head the group.  
Core leaders include Aly 
Hogard, Ellie Hoge,  Kyle 
Hendrix, and Mike Malpasu-
to.  All students, parents, 
and staff are welcome to 
join in our efforts to be a 
beacon for our community.  
The main reason for our 

school is to serve Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior.  
Our team has been dream-
ing, praying, meeting and 
planning.  Here are a few 
things we have planned. 

Campus Ministry  

Join us for 7:30 a.m. Mass in 
chapel- 9/24, 10/29, 11/26,  
12/3, 1/7, 2/4, 3/25, 4/29, 
5/20. 

 Tuesday a.m. student led 
prayer in chapel 7:30 a.m.- 
1st Tuesday-rosary, 2nd Tues-
day-meditation on Saints, 

3rd Tuesday- Taize prayer, 
4th Tuesday- Lectio Divina 

Two all-school Service Pro-
jects-Community Service 
Day –Sept. 14 and Easter 
Egg Hunt for children with 
disabilities-Spring  tba 

Fall and Spring trip to    
Newman Center at Uof I 

 

We are working on a mural 
with favorite Bible verses- 

send us yours to               
abovie@bishop-mcnamara.org 

can be borrowed from 
other Illinois libraries. 

 Come to study. The Li-
brary is a quiet place. 
[Respect the silence!] 

 Come to research. The 
Library has books, maga-
zines, and databases; 
you need them all 

 Come to talk to the Li-
brarian. From book rec-
ommendations to re-
search advice, proof-
reading to help with 
homework, the Librarian 

 Library Hours are 
7:30am—3:00pm 

 Come during study hall, 
lunch hour, and before 
and after school. [Please 
don’t come 5th hour, 
that’s the Librarian’s 
lunch.] 

 Bring a pass. Ask the 
Librarian or a teacher for 
whom you have an as-
signment. 

 Come to read. The Li-
brary has lots of books 
and magazines and more 

is here to help you suc-
ceed. 

 Come to print. Every 
student receives 10 free 
prints; the rest are $.10 
per page. Students need 
their ID number to print. 

 Food – Just Say NO! 
 At the Teen Choice 

Awards, Ashton Kutcher 
said, “I believe that op-
portunity looks a lot like 
hard work.” The new 
school year is an oppor-
tunity. Make the most of 
it.  

Ministry Team 

Top Ten Facts About the Smith Media Center You Should Know 

From the Stacks 

If you are going to jump over a big hurdle, it’s best to get a good running start. 

Completing high school and applying to college are big hurdles, and students’ run-

ning start begins in the classroom and the library. With that in mind, here are the 

top ten facts students should know about the Bishop Mac Library. 
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Sophomore Retreat 

October 18,  2013 

“If we are what we should 

be we will set the world 

ablaze.” 

             
~St. Catherine of Sienna 

Students demonstrate team-

work in Mrs. Valant’s     

Marshamallow Challenge 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Newsletters will  be  

posted online at 

www.bishopmac.com 



 

Bonjour et Bienvenue!  

Hello and Welcome 

from French students 

and Madame Linne-

man.  Madame Linne-

man is so glad to see 

the growth and maturi-

ty gained by her stu-

dents over the sum-

mer.  She is looking 

forward to another 

busy and successful 

year for all of her stu-

dents.  

Fourth year students 

had their first Friday 

discussion last week, 

enjoying the ambience 

and comfort of the Cam-

pus Ministry.  Third year 

students have been in-

troduced to Catherine 

and Dacier, heroes of 

their detective novel this 

year.  Sophomore stu-

dents are finding that 

they remember more 

than they thought they 

did.  The French I class is 

one of the largest in re-

cent memory, and they 

are busy learning the 

French alphabet and 

some simple phrases for 

a conversation. 

Out of class activities this year 

will include occasional break-

fasts for all French students, 

class visits to the Chicago Art 

Institute, and a magnifique 10 

day trip to France with Mad-

ame Linneman next summer, 

with departure on or about 

June 10th, 2014.  The trip is 

normally offered every other 

year, with most participants 

having finished their sopho-

more or junior year by June.  

Adults may also participate at 

a slightly higher cost.  

 Allons-y! (And away we go!)         

Madame Joan Linneman  

From French Class 2013 

Page 4 Parent Newsletter 

GUIDANCE OFFICE “Fall Tips for Upperclassmen” 

SENIORS  

Senior year is a busy and extremely important 

time in the college admissions process. This is 

your last chance to get the ACT and SAT scores 

you need, and senior year is when you have to 

narrow down your college options to the hand-

ful of schools in which you will apply. Mid-

September your college essay should be com-

pleted. In October visit colleges during the week 

to experience what the classes are like. During 

November ask your teachers for letters of rec-

ommendation. In December request transcripts 

be sent to colleges and finish all service hours. 

Apply for financial aid in January; FAFSA opens 

January 1 and needs to be completed by March 

1.  

JUNIORS   

When you apply to college, you will need to sub-

mit test scores, your high school transcript and 

letters of recommendation. During your junior 

year you should make sure all three are in order. 

Start your research and begin visiting colleges; 

see Mrs. McThenia for visiting forms. It is crucial 

to complete service projects, participate in many 

extracircular activities, and ask yourself, “how 

do I stand out as a candidate?” It’s not too late 

to get involved… Jump right in!! 

 

KANKAKEE AREA HIGH 

SCHOOLS 

2013 COLLEGE FAIR 

 

Monday, September 16, 2013 

5-8pm 

Kankakee Community  

College 

There will be more than 60 

colleges and universities in 

attendance. 

 

Open to all High School       

Students 

Mark your Calendar 

Knox College Visit 

2013 College Fair 

9/16 

PSAT Exam 10/16 

End of Qtr 1 10/18 

ACT Testing Dates 

*October Test date 

registration due 

9/27 

10/26 

12/14 

 

Parent Teacher  

Conferences 

10/24 

Knox College will 

Visit McNamara          

September 19, 2013 

Visit with the Knox college 

admissions counselor to hear  

more about the nationally 

recognized liberal arts and 

sciences college. Also take 

the opportunity to hear more 

about the unique Kathryn 

Smith Matkov  Scholarship. 

This $10,000 scholarship is  

renewable for all 4 years and 

is only available to Bishop 

McNamara students. 

Helpful sites:  

actstudent.org 

info@bettertestscores.net 



 

 

Students and Parents…We are looking 
for photos that you have taken at 
school events!  Please email them to 
photos@bishop-mcnamara.org 

We need photos that could be used in 
our Ceile Calendar, on our McNamara 
website, on our school Facebook 
page, etc… 

By sending us your photos, you are 
authorizing us to use them in such 
ways as previously listed. 

If you have had any previous 
experience on a band instru-
ment, we hope that you join our 
band program! We offer many 
exciting opportunities for each 
band student.  We proudly par-
ticipate in the Illinois Music 
Educators Associations auditions 
and All-State, Solo and Ensem-
ble Contest, All catholic Honor 
Band, and Caroling through the 
Holidays.  If you join our band 
program you will get to perform 
in the Concert Band and Pep 
Band.  Both offer exciting selec-
tions of music, and you will 
meet friends and create a fami-
ly! Students can also choose to 
play in the Mac Jazz Band which 

meets after school on Tues-
days.  If you are a student who 
wants to learn an instrument, 
but never got a chance in grade 
school, feel free to join our 
Grade School Ambassador Pro-
gram. This group of Mac high 
school students assists with the 
Combined grade School Band 
Program on Mondays and 
Wednesdays after school. Any 
student can take up a primary 
instrument, and some even take 
up secondary or ternary instru-
ments! This is a great program 
to help with, if you are looking 
to be a teacher of any sort. It 
also helps promote McNamara 
High School to potential future 

students.   

Band members host many fund-
raisers, which help our program 
to flourish.  Our most successful 
fundraiser is the BMCHS Band 
Craft Fair, which is going on our 
third year.  This is a great way to 
raise money and thank our com-
munity for supporting our pro-
gram.   

If you have any questions at all, 
please contact Ms. Vanessa 
Ruesch, the band director at 
vruesch@bishomcnamara.org.   

We hope to see you in the Band 
Room this school year! 

Concert and Pep Band 

Senior Photos  will be taken October 7th 

This is also the day of Homecoming Mass, so students will be dressed up. 

(Senior guys must wear shirt and tie.) 

If you have questions email Mrs. Kinstner at rkinstner@bishop-mcnamara.org 
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Like us on  Facebook  

 To view our  pictures 
and performances 

http://www.facebook.com/
BMCHSBand  

Welcome Class of 2017 

 

Big Brother and Big Sister 

Big Brother and Big Sis-

ters are composed of sen-

iors selected to act as 

mentors to the incoming 

freshmen. The seniors 

main focus is to help the 

freshmen make a smooth 

transition into high school, 

allowing them to gain con-

fidence as they begin the 

new school year. 

GRADE SCHOOL NIGHT SEPTEMBER 27, 2013 

PINK OUT 

10/25  

Wear Pink  as the Irish 

take on DeLaSalle at the 

Last Home Football 

Game of the   Season in  

support of  

Cancer Awareness 

http://owa.bishop-mcnamara.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=cc58199921a94aeb8e5443a0aef1c464&URL=mailto%3aphotos%40bishop-mcnamara.org
mailto:vruesch@bishop-mcnamara.org
http://www.facebook.com/BMCHSBand
http://www.facebook.com/BMCHSBand


Contact us:                                         Follow us: 

Bishop McNamara High School 

55o W Bookmont Blvd. 

Kankakee, IL   60901 

Phone 805.932.7413 

Fax 815.932.0926 

www.bishopmac.com 

2013 Homecoming Weekend October 11 & 12 

Parent Action Community): 

All parents are invited to be a part of the MAC 

PAC!  We meet during the year to plan fun 

events such as…The Parent Party on the River 

and The Shamrock Shindig (St. Patrick’s Day 

Party).  We act as the hospitality committee 

and assist with serving refreshments during 

several school functions.  You will see us selling 

gently used school uniforms, we are going to be 

raffling off a “McNamara” throw, and we have 

sold hats and scarves during the holiday sea-

son.  Money we raise goes toward the senior 

recognition dinner at the end of the school year 

– of which, we also host!  If you are interested 

in joining us…please email sandy Malpasuto at             

smalpasuto@bishop-mcnamara.org.    

Next Meeting: October 3, 2013 at 7pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Athletic Booster Club  

 12th Annual  Drawdown 
 

TOP PRIZE $3000.00 
Saturday, October 26, 2013 

7:00 pm – 11:00 pm 
 

Bishop McNamara High School Gymnasium 
550 West Brookmont Blvd., Kankakee 

 
Food ~ Drinks ~ Raffles 

 
Other cash prizes totaling more than $2000 will be awarded!! 

Maximum of 300 Tickets will be sold. 
$100 donation/ Admits 2  

Must be 21 years old 
 

COME JOIN THE FUN~ Support McNamara Athletics 
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month 

Next Meeting Date: October 8, 2013 at 7pm 

Parent Organizations Welcome New Members 

Students 

All School Mass                          

October 7, 2013 at 10:20  

Themed Spirit Days                    

October 7-11, 2013 

Homecoming  Mass             

October 11, 2013 at 4:30 pm 

      Homecoming Dance                   

October 12, 2013 

 

Athletics 

Homecoming  Mass                    

October 11, 2013 at 4:30 pm 

Football Game                       

McNamara v. Brother Rice            

Soph. 5pm, Varsity 730pm 

Volleyball– Irish Invite              

October 12, 2013 at 8am 

 

 

Alumni 

Homecoming Mass                      

October 11, 2013 at 4:30 pm 

Alumni Tent at FB Game 

Knights of Columbus                      

After the FB Game 

Alumni Volleyball Match            

October 13 at 4pm 

Reunions  Celebrated 

1968, 1983, 1993, 2003 
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