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Friends of Bishop McNamara,

On Thursday of our recently completed Catholic Schools Week, we were 
blessed to witness what many called an “awesome emotional 
experience!” The experience they were referencing was the historic all-
school celebration of the Eucharist. I personally described this experience 
as an amazing blessing to see nearly 900 students ranging from ages four 
to eighteen celebrating what is “the difference” in any Catholic school, 
the liturgy. It was truly an amazing sight! 

As I reflected on this moment in time, I remembered a seminar that I had 
attended several years ago that focused on the joys of being a Catholic 
school principal. I remember discussing the idea that we are all born with 
an infinite amount of joy, and that it is this joy that is the most infallible 
sign of the presence of God in our lives. Our discussions took us deeper 
into this concept of joy.  Sometimes, maybe most times, the things 
around us and the things we do on a daily basis cloud the joy we are 
given. This caused me to pause and think about the upcoming liturgical 
season of Lent. I thought to myself instead of searching for joy, I should 
work on eliminating those things that are indeed causing us not to 
experience this amazing gift from God, this infinite joy.

During our inaugural year, I have experienced joy in so many ways. The 
outstanding dedication, commitment, and support of our families, 
students, faculty and staff members, and parishes is the core of that joy.  
Without your support and prayers we could not be where we are today. 

As I said at the conclusion of our historic Mass, I am not sure what God’s 
plan is for me, but I thank Him every day for giving us this gift of JOY 
called Catholic education and for calling me to this ministry.

Peace,

Terry Granger
President, Bishop McNamara Catholic School
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Six of our students from the graduating class of 2017 have 
been recognized as Illinois State Scholars. Congratulations 

to Cambria Dotson, Laurel Oosterhouse, Jacqueline 
Poortinga, Benjamin Short, Ethan Powers, and Cade Turro!

In preparation of the 100th 
day of school, kindergarten 

students imagined what 
they might be doing when 

they turn 100 years old!

1st grade pen pals completed 
Venn diagrams of similarities 

and differences among 
themselves and then drew 

pictures of each other.

The preschool class had a ton 
of fun celebrating 100 days 

of school by making 100 day 
masks and many other fun 

projects! 

The Junior High Art Club 
recently completed a Jim 

Dine-inspired mixed media 
heart project.

The first of many college signing 
ceremonies took place this 
month.  At the time of the 

ceremony, 39 students from our 
senior class had been accepted 
by 100 colleges and universities 

with a total of $2 Million in 
scholarships offered. 

3rd graders wrote 
paragraphs about how much 
they love their school titled 
"How Sweet It Is to Go to a 

Catholic School.“ 

4th grade students 
constructed a building 
that could withstand a 
simulated earthquake! 

The 5th grade students 
have been enjoying praying 
a novena along with many 

of the students in the 
Diocese of Joliet.

6th grade students recently 
enjoyed a Campus Ministry 

Retreat! 

The 2nd grade students took 
time to talk to Fr. Tony 
about Reconciliation.


