
  

Ryan Beaupre Memorial Scholarship  

Ryan Beaupre graduated from Bishop McNamara High School, in 1991.  While a student at 

Bishop McNamara, Ryan was recognized as an outstanding student and athlete through from 

his awards from the National Honor Society, Who’s Who in American and as an Illinois State 

Scholar.  He also competed for several State titles and remains the record holder for the 3200 

relay in 1990 and the 1600 relay in 1991 in track and field.   

After high school he went on to study accounting at Illinois Wesleyan University, upon 

graduation he took a job with State Farm Insurance at their corporate headquarters in 

Bloomington, IL.  Working for a short time, he left his accounting career to join the United 

States Marine Corp, where he would earn the rank of Captain, and fly helicopters.     

On March 20, 1993 Ryan was the pilot of the CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter that crashed in the 

Kuwaiti desert, killing eight British Royal Marines and three other U.S. Marines and marking the 

first deaths among the U.S.-led coalition forces in the war. The CH-46 was one of several 

choppers attempting to drop British and U.S. troops in southern Iraq near the Faw Peninsula, 

about nine miles from the border of Iraq.   

 A letter written three days prior to the helicopter crash that took his life indicates the level of 
commitment Beaupre felt to the cause for which he was serving. Composed with the intent of 
being passed on to his parents in the event of his death, his letter stated, “Realize that I died 
doing something that I truly love, and for a purpose greater than myself.”  

The letter, reprinted in the Washington Post, shows that even as he faced combat, Beaupre’s 
thoughts concerned the welfare of others. “To be honest, the one thing that worries me is a lot 
of Iraqi people getting killed,” he wrote. “Our weapons are powerful and I don’t believe the Iraqis 
will last too long. I hope they simply give up or I fear many of them will die for a dictator that 
doesn’t care one bit about them.”  

His letter concluded, “I truly feel that I’ve had a blessed life, thanks to you two.” In addition to 

his parents, he is survived by two sisters and a brother.  

When Beaupre was buried with full military honors on April 3 in St. Anne, an overflow crowd at 

St. Anne Catholic Church came to pay their respects and bid farewell to a hometown hero. For 

the people that knew him, Ryan was a hero long before his time in the service.     

A memorial scholarship was established in Ryan Beaupre’s name and is available for incoming 

freshman students.  Students that apply should be committed to continuing their Catholic 

education, demonstrate strong leadership skills and have a financial need.  One scholarship of 

$250.00 will be awarded annually.    



Ryan Beaupre Memorial Scholarship Application Instructions  

  

How to apply  

Please attach a personal statement answering this question. “It is important for me to attend 

Bishop McNamara Catholic School and be a part of the Bishop McNamara family because…”  

  

Please attach this sheet to your completed essay and submit to:  

Bishop McNamara Catholic School  

550 W. Brookmont Blvd  

Kankakee, IL 60901  

Attn: Ryan Beaupre Scholarship  
  

For questions, please contact Mrs. Emily Skelly, Director of Admissions, at 815.933.7413 or by 

email at eskelly@bmcss.org.  

  


