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Causes of the Civil War 
Tariffs  1828 

     The first major split between the North and South 
was due to Congress placing a tariff on imported goods.  
Since the North was becoming an industrial area and had 

to compete with other countries to sell goods to 
Americans, they were happy with this higher tariff. In the 

South, many people lived and worked on plantations.  
Because they were in need of the manufactured goods, 
they were seeking lower tariffs on imported goods. In 

1857, Congress lowered the tariff on imported goods 
which caused the North to become angry. They knew 
that when Americans started buying imported goods, 

their profits would decrease. This split was called 
sectionalism, loyalty to the interests of one's own 

section of the country, rather than to the country as a 
whole. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Industry vs. Farming 

Mid 1800’s 

 
     One cause of the Civil War was the difference 

between Industry and Farming. The Northern and 

Southern states had different ways of life and 
needs. In the North, farming was getting replaced by 

industries. Many people moved to cities like Boston, 
New York, and Philadelphia to live and work. The 

South continued to profit from farming on large 

plantations. They relied on slaves to work in the 
fields to help the farms remain productive and 

profitable. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Compromise of 1850 

 
     Several bills passed concerning free and slave 

states as Congress tried to keep a balance between 

the number or free and slave states coming into the 
Union. California became a free state. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Fugit ive Slave Act 

September 18, 1850 

 
     This was one of the most controversial issues of 

the Compromise of 1850. The act required all 

escaped slaves to be returned to their masters. It 
also stated that the free states had to abide by the 

law. The North wasn’t in favor of this act. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Kansas-Nebraska Act   

May 30, 1854 

     The Kansas-Nebraska Act was another cause of 
the Civil War. It was the first fight over slavery and 

took place in the new state of Kansas. The Kansas-
Nebraska Act mandated “popular sovereignty” –
permitting residents to vote on whether they would be 
a slave state or a free state. This bill overturned the 

Missouri Compromise where location decided the 

boundaries of slave and free territories. The settlers 
were divided on their views on slavery, which led to 

violent skirmishes. The territory was referred to as 

“Bleeding Kansas”. In 1861, Kansas entered the Union as 
a free state. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Dred Scott Decision 

March 6, 1857 

     The Dred Scott was a decision by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. The court ruled that 

Scott (a slave) could not be freed when his owner 
died, because, as a slave, he was not a citizen of 

the United States. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Harpers Ferry Raid 

October 16, 1859 

     Another cause of the Civil War was the Harpers 
Ferry Raid. An abolitionist by the name of John Brown 

led a small army of men into Harpers Ferry, VA. He 
planned to start a  major slave rebellion by taking 

over the Harpers Ferry arsenal. Brown did not plan 
well and didn’t have an escape route. His troops were 

quickly captured and John Brown was hanged for 

treason. Although this enraged the South, many 
northerners considered him a hero for making a stand 

against slavery.    
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Causes of the Civil War 
States’ Rights 

     States’ Rights was a cause of the Civil War. This 
issue dated back to when the Constitution was first 

written. The controversy was over whether or not 
the federal government had too much power. The 

Northern states wanted a strong national 
government. The Southern states didn’t want the 

federal government to take away their rights and 

powers. They wanted each state to make their own 
decisions.   
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Causes of the Civil War 
Expansion 

     Another cause of the Civil War was Expansion.  
The United States was quickly expanding to the 

West. With each newly established state, the 
balance of power between the North and South 

shifted. The new state had to deal with 
confrontation between the North and the South as 

they fought to include it on their side. If they 

gained a new state, they gained more power.  

©P.Olivieri (Rockin Resources) 



©Pam.Olivieri	(Rockin	Resources),	2015	

Causes of the Civil War 
Slavery 

     A main cause of the Civil War was the dispute 
over slavery. The North wanted to abolish (end) 

slavery. The abolitionists thought slavery was cruel 
and unjust. They wanted to outlaw it. The South 

became angry and felt the Union wasn’t being fair. 
Slaves were essential to the economy of the 

Southern states, because they were needed to 

harvest cash crops on small farms and plantations. 
The North had factories to help with their 

production. This major difference of opinion started 

to divide the North and South. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Elect ion of Abraham Lincoln 

1860 

     The election of 1860 was said to be the last 
straw that caused the war.  Abraham Lincoln was 

against slavery and believed in a federal 
government.  His goal was to get all the states 

back into the Union.  The southern states were 
opposed to his beliefs and didn’t want him making 

laws that would affect them.  He became president 

on March 4, 1861. 
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Causes of the Civil War 
Secession 

December 20, 1860 

     Once Lincoln was elected, the Southern states felt 
they had the right to leave the United States.  South 
Carolina was the first to lead the secession and ten 

other states followed them. They formed a new 
country called the Confederate States of America.  

Lincoln disagreed and thought they didn’t have the right 
to form a different country so he sent in troops to 
stop them. This was the beginning of the Civil War! 

 

South	Carolina	Secedes	(Dec.	20,	
1860)	-	South	Carolina	became	the	
first	state	to	secede,	or	leave,	the	
United	States.	They	decided	to	
make	their	own	country	rather	
than	be	part	of	the	USA.	Within	a	
few	months	several	other	states	
including	Georgia,	Mississippi,	
Texas,	Florida,	Alabama,	and	
Louisiana	would	also	leave	the	
Union.		
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Causes of the Civil War 
Confederacy 

February 9, 1861 

     The Southern states formed their own 
country and called it the Confederate States 

of America. Jefferson Davis became their 
president. 
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Tariff 

					In	the	early	to	mid	1800’s,		
the	North	and	South	were	
growing	apart	and	their		
differences	were		
beginning	to	cause	many		
conflicts.	The	first	major		
split	was	due	to	Congress		
placing	a	tariff	on		
imported	goods	in	1828.									South’s	view	of	taxes		
In	the	North	many	people	moved	to	big	ciIes	to	
work	in	factories.	The	North	was	an	industrial	
area	with	an	abundance	of	factories	to	
manufacture	their	own	goods.		Since	they	had	to	
compete	with	other	countries	to	sell	goods	to	
Americans,	the	Union	was	happy	with	this	higher	
tariff.		Most	of	the	South’s	populaIon	remained	
in	the	rural	areas	providing	resources	to	produce	
cash	crops.	In	the	South,	the	towns	were	small	
and	many	people	lived	and	worked	on	
plantaIons.	Because	they	were	in	need	of	the	
manufactured	goods,	the	South	was	seeking	
lower	tariffs	on	imported	goods.		The	imported	
goods	were	preferred	because	they	were	
cheaper	than	goods	manufactured	in	the	North.		
The	South	was	angry	and	refused	to	pay	this	
higher	tariff.			Years	later,	in	1857,	Congress	
lowered	the	tariff	on	imported	goods	which	
caused	the	North	to	become	angry.		They	knew	
that	when	Americans	started	buying	goods	from	
other	countries,	their	profits	would	decrease.		
This	split	was	called	secHonalism,	loyalty	to	the	
interests	of	one's	own	region	or	secIon	of	the	
country,	rather	than	to	the	country	as	a	whole.	

				
	

Slavery 
						Another	opposing	view	causing	conflicts	
between	the	two	areas	was	slavery.	The	North	
wanted	to	abolish	slavery.		In	fact	by	1850,	
most	states	outlawed	slavery	because	they	had	
plenty	of	people	to	work	in	their	factories.		The	
greatest	amount	of	freed	African	Americans	
lived	in	the	North.		The	South	became	angry	
and	felt	the	Union	wasn’t	being	fair.		Slaves	
were	essenIal	to	the	economy	of	the	southern	
states.		They	were	needed	to	harvest	their	cash	
crops	on	small	farms	and	plantaIons.		This	
major	difference	of	opinion	was	causing	a	
divide	between	the	North	and	South.		

States Rights 
					The	North	wanted	a	strong	federal	
government	(Union)	and	South	wanted	each	
state	to	make	their	own	decisions.	

Election of 1860 
					Abraham	Lincoln	and		
Stephen	Douglas	were	
neck	in	neck	in	the	race		
to	become	president.			
The	Southern	states	were	
threatening	to	break	away	
(secede)	from	the																								PresidenIal	Race	
Union	if	Lincoln	became	president.	“Honest	
Abe”	was	a	lawyer	from	Illinois	known	for	
opposing	slavery.			Abe	Lincoln	won	the	race	
and	the	southern	states	were	disappointed.		
They	wondered,	“What	will	happen	to	our	
plantaIons?”	

Secession 
					Due	to	the	South	wanIng	States’	Rights,	they	
began	to	secede	from	the	Union.		Lincoln’s	
victory	forced	them	to	move	quickly.		Within	
weeks	of	his	elecIon,	South	Carolina	was	the	
first	to	act	and	leave	the	Union.		Each	state	held	
their	own	convenIons	and	within	three	months	
of	Lincoln’s	elecIon,	seven	states	had	seceded	
from	the	Union.		They	were	called	the	
Confederacy.		
	
	

North and South Grow Apart 
Events Leading Up to the Civil War 
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Who Has the Advantage?   

North or South? 

	    Did you know that the Union (Northern states) had a population of close to 

21 million people whereas the Confederacy (Southern states) only had 9 
million?  This was including their slaves who made up more than 1/3 of the 

population!  How could the South possibly defend themselves? The North had 

four times as many men old enough for the military. Believe it or not, the two 

armies were close in size the first year of war and both sides had advantages. 

 
     What about those Yankees? People in the North were moving to cities and 

their industries were thriving. The Union controlled over 90 percent of the 

country’s weapons, railroad locomotives, iron, shoes and other supplies. In 

addition, the North had numerous railroads to transport the goods, troops, 

and supplies throughout the territory. Having control of a large Navy and 
fleet of private trading ships was beneficial to blockading imports to the 

South. However, Northern soldiers had a bit of a challenge. They needed to 

invade the Confederacy in a territory with land formations unfamiliar to them. 

They had to conquer and destroy this vast rural area to bring the South back 

into the Union.   
 

    What about those Rebels? The South was ready to fight to defend their 

homeland and maintain their way of life. With the majority of military colleges 

being in the South, their advantage was having skilled soldiers and the best 
trained officers. In addition, the fighting took place in their own territory.  

Being familiar with their own land, they could stage ambushes. Most of the 

South’s population remained in the rural areas because they produced cash 

crops there. The lack of factories to make weapons and ammunition forced 

the Confederacy to get creative. They melted down bells from churches and 
town squares! Transportation for food, troops and supplies was problematic 

in the South. They didn’t have nearly as many railroads as the North.   
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Fort Sumter 
April 12, 1861 

     The Civil War began when the Confederates attacked 
Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina. They captured 

Fort Sumter and flew the Rebel flag. Then President 
Lincoln gathered his militia. Although Lincoln wanted 

Robert E. Lee to command the Union Army,  Lee declined. 
     Soon after, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North 
Carolina seceded from the Union, totaling eleven states in 

the Confederacy. The Union had 21 states and their 
population was five times larger than the Confederacy.  

Lincoln blockaded the Southern ports, which limited the 
South to supplies.  Lee became the commander of the 
military in Virginia for the Confederates. By July, Lincoln 

gave a speech to Congress and they called for 500,000 
men. 
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     The Emancipation Proclamation was an executive 
order issued by President Lincoln. This order freed over 
3 million slaves in territories held by Confederates. The 

Emancipation did not free all slaves in the United States.  
It only freed those slaves in states not under Union 

control. Lincoln didn’t want to disrupt the loyalty of 
those states in the Union. The proclamation allowed the 
enlistment of black soldiers in the Union Army. It also 

tied the dispute of slavery directly to the war.   

Emancipat ion 
Proclamat ion 

January 1, 1863 
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     The Battle of Gettysburg was known to be the 

turning point in the war.  After the Confederate 

victory in Chancellorsville, General Lee marched his 
Army into Pennsylvania and confronted the Union 

troops commanded by General George G. Meade.  
After three days of heavy fighting, Lee ordered an 

attack on the enemy’s center at Cemetery Ridge.  

It failed and Lee was forced to withdraw his 
wounded army.  

 
 

Batt le of Gettysburg 
July 1-3, 1863 
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			  The Gettysburg Address is the two-minute 
speech President Lincoln delivered at a 

ceremony dedicating the Battlefield as a 

National Cemetery. President Lincoln asked the 
citizens and soldiers in the Union to fight 

harder as a tribute to the soldiers who lost 
their lives or got injured in the bloody war. 

Gettysburg Address 
November 19, 1863 
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Name	________________________________________	

Match the following words with the correct meaning. 
 

 
 

gettysburg address 
Vocabulary 
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Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.  Now we are 
engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to 
dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that 

nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.  But, in a larger sense, we 
can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living 
and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did 
here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great 

task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause 
for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead 
shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and 
that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. 
 

 
1.  proposition  _____  A.  declare something sacred 
 

2.  conceived  _____  B.  loyalty to a cause 
 

3.  endure  _____  C.  a statement that expresses a judgment or opinion 
 
4.  consecrate  _____  D.  being devoted to a purpose or cause 

 
5.  hallow  _____  E.  produce no result; hopeless 

 
6.  dedicated  _____  F.  suffer 
 

7.  nobly  _____  G.  die 
 

8.  devotion  _____  H.  acting outstandingly 
 
9.  vain  _____  I.   created an idea in the mind 

 
10.  perish  _____  J.  to make holy or sacred 
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Sherman’s troops removing ammunition from Fort McAllister 
 

     General William T. Sherman wanted to scare 
Georgia’s civilians into abandoning the Confederacy.  

On November 15, 1864, he along with 62,000 soldiers 
started the March to the Sea with the goal to 

destroy everything in their path. They left a 285 mile 

long path of destruction 60 miles wide all the way 
from Atlanta to Savannah.  

Sherman’s  
March to the Sea 

November 15, 1864-
December 21, 1864 
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	    At the Appomattox Court House in Virginia, 
General Robert E. Lee surrendered to General 

Ulysses S. Grant, which ended the Civil War.  Grant 

permitted the rebel officers to keep their side 
arms and allowed the soldiers to keep their horses 

and mules. 
 

     Lee said to his men, "After four years of 

arduous service marked by unsurpassed courage 
and fortitude the Army of Northern Virginia has 

been compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers 

and resources.” 
 

Appomattox Court House 
April 9, 1865 
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	    Congress abolished slavery under the United 

States Constitution, except as punishment for a 

crime. 

Thirteenth Amendment 
January 31, 1865 
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	    Abraham Lincoln and his wife Mary went to see 

the play “Our American Cousin” at Ford’s Theater in 

Washington, DC.  John Wilkes Booth shot Lincoln in 
the head during the third act of the play.  After 

doctors worked on him, they moved him across the 

street.  Unfortunately, the injury was too severe 
and he died the next morning.  Vice President 

Andrew Johnson stepped up and became president.    
 

Lincoln was Shot 
April 14, 1865 
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	    The Reconstruction Era was the time period of 

rebuilding the United States of America after the 

Civil War. It was not only the rebuilding of the 
damage and devastation, but also the adjustment of 

political matters including the recent freedom of 

slaves and the power of the federal government. 

Reconstruct ion 
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