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“Music and silence combine strongly because music is done with silence, 

and silence is full of music.” -Marcel Marceau

Mission Statement

Bishop McNamara Catholic High School is
dedicated to maximizing the potential of our students
SPIRITUALLY, MORALLY, and INTELLECTUALLY
through a community of service and love.

The Bishop McNamara Band Program emphasizes pride in each individual performance. Every student needs to work hard in order to achieve the common goal of a great performance.  The ultimate goal of this band program is that every student graduates with a heightened knowledge of music, a better quality of social skills, and a sense of camaraderie that is absolutely unique to our organization.

Overview of Ensembles

Symphonic Band

This ensemble will perform at least two concerts throughout the school year, which are MANDATORY.   Students will perform a variety of literature to improve their musical skills and understanding.  Important dates will be provided at the beginning of the school year.  

Pep Band

Pep Band plays at all varsity football games, most varsity Boys basketball games, and a few of Girls varsity basketball games. We will play traditional pep band music, along with small compositions that students are urged to create of modern music.  Rehearsals for pep band will be during regularly scheduled Concert Band rehearsals.  

Liturgical Music Group

This group will meet once to twice monthly for rehearsals with the Vocal Ambassadors at 7:15am in the choir room.  This is not a full band experience, but rather an addition to the choral music that is being performed for mass.  Students will have to meet with the choir to rehearse.  This is a volunteer opportunity.

Grade School Ambassadors

The Grade School Ambassadors will meet every Monday after school.  These students will fill in the spaces of instruments that the grade schools do not have in their program to create a full ensemble.  High school students may learn a primary or secondary instrument.  They can also offer help and assistance when the grade school band students need guidance.  There will be a few performances that the grade school group will participate in.  This program will show the younger students how much fun Band can be, so that one day in the future they may come to join Bishop McNamara's family.  This will count as extra credit or service hours.

Attendance Policy

Rehearsals are the main way the students will learn their music.  Each student is extremely dependent on each other, and for this reason, performances cannot be made up.  Any unexcused absence, lateness, and early departure will affect a student's performance and in return it will affect their grade.  A performance cannot be excused as performances are the culmination of everything we do…much like semester exams or unit tests.

Absences will only be excused if:

· a doctor note for a students illness is presented

· there is a death in the family

· severe emergency (director will decide the severity)

· there is a religious holiday (advance notice is required)

Excused absence forms are available in the band room.  Students must fill out this form fully, turn it in to the director, who will decide if the absence will be excused.  An absence for a performance can only be excused given 1 week prior notice. If an emergency situation arises, do your best to contact Mrs. Shinabarger but these situations will be evaluated on a case by case basis.

Grading Policy

Grades will be broken down as follows:


-Every performance






50%


-Each rehearsal







25%


-Playing tests/written tests





25%.

 You have the option to make up SOME of your lost credit from missing a rehearsal by coming after school on Mondays to play with the Grade School Ambassadors, participating in Liturgical rehearsal and performance, and/or coming in for a make-up lesson with Mrs. Shinabarger
Course Standards/Essential Learnings:

The student will learn the basic terminology of music.

The student will learn basic theory including intervals, key signatures, scales, chords.

The student will learn time signatures and rhythm reading.

The student will learn the history of band music in American culture.

The student will perform a variety of band literature.

The student will learn to analytically listen to a variety of band music.

General Conduct/Expectations

Band members will observe all policies set forth by the Bishop McNamara School, in addition to the following as they pertain to the instrumental setting.

1. All students are expected to conduct themselves properly at all times. Display of profanity, temper, flagrant violation of rules, etc., will not be tolerated. Individual behavior during a band function is a reflection of the group.

2. Students will follow any director’s instructions. 

3. Students will be in their assigned rehearsal area ready to work at the set rehearsal time. 

4. Students will bring all equipment including music, pencil, instrument, and all supplies to rehearsals daily. 

5. Students will keep hands, feet, and other objects to themselves.

6. Students will maintain a high level of good and acceptable behavior. 

7. Students will bring no food, drinks, candy or gum in the band hall. Water in a sealed container is acceptable. 

8. Students will not play on equipment they do not own or do not have permission from a director to use. Students will not touch, handle, borrow, or use anyone else’s instrument, uniform, or personal belongings. 

9. Students should ask for permission to speak by raising your hand and waiting to be acknowledged. All rehearsals are expected to be extremely quiet so that our time will be utilized wisely. 

10. When allowed in the band hall, either before or after school, students will not disturb any rehearsal in progress.

11. Students will respect the property of others, and return their equipment to its proper storage place when not in use. Each student is responsible for keeping their storage area clean. 

12. Students will not enter the director’s offices without permission. 

13. Students will not deface or mark on music stands, walls, doors, equipment, etc.

14. Students should keep their equipment in the designated storage area, and keep their storage area clean and neat in appearance.  Each student must provide their own lock for their assigned locker. Students who demonstrate great difficulty with this may lose the privilege of having a storage area in the band hall.

15. Students will take home their instrument during a break longer than four days off of school.

16. If you are using a school owned instrument, you must fill out an instrument check out form.  You will be help responsible for your school owned instrument.  If the instrument is stolen while signed out to your name, you will have to reimburse the school.  You must provide your own reeds if you have checked out a woodwind.   School owned instruments are not to be treated as “free” instruments. Basic supplies must still be purchased and repairs must still be made just like personally owned instruments. Please strive to treat these instruments as if they were your own. Most school owned instruments exceed a $2,000.00 value. 

17. Percussion will provide their own sticks. This includes marimba, bell, and vibraphone mallets, and snare drum sticks.  The school cannot pay for these items to be stolen continually, so you must have your own.

18. Backpacks will not be allowed by the student's seats. Please leave backpacks and homework in the locker room, or the back of the band room.

19. NO CELL PHONES ALLOWED.

Important Dates

The following dates/times are subject to change or alteration as necessary by the director or administration.  These are included in the final grade. 

 Please add these to your calendars.

2016
9/2/2016 – Varsity Football

9/16/2016 – Varsity Football

9/23/2016 – Varsity Football

9/24/2016 – ILMEA Prep Day @ Olivet

10/10/2016 – ILMEA Auditions @ Bloomington HS
10/14/2016 – Varsity Football

10/21/2016 – Varsity Football

11/19/2016 – ILMEA Concerts @ Olivet

12/6/2016 – 7th – 12th Grade Band Concert @ BMCHS

12/13/2016 – 4th – 6th Grade Band Concert @ BMCHS

12/1/2016 – Varsity Girls Basketball

12/8/2016 – Varsity Girls Basketball
12/16/2016 – Varsity Girls Basketball
2017
1/7/2017- Varsity Boys Basketball
1/17/2017-Varsity Boys Basketball
1/21/2017- All Catholic Honor Band- Nominations only
1/25-1/28/2017- ILMEA All State Conference

1/31/2017-Varsity Boys Basketball
3/4/2017- High School Solo and Ensemble Contest 

3/18/2017 – Herscher Swing and Sing (Jazz only)

4/8/2017- Grade School Solo and Ensemble Contest

3/24-3/25-3/26/2017- HS Musical

4/21/2017 – IHSA Organizational Contest
4/22/2016- Craft Fair set up

4/23/2016- BMCHS Band Craft Fair

5/11/2017 – 7th – 12th Grade Band Concert @ BMCHS

5/16/2017 – 4th – 6th Grade Band Concert @ BMCHS
5/21/2017- Graduation

Please keep in mind-

"Anyone can be in a band of 150+ members. It takes much much more dedication to be in a rebuilding organization" 
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Sign up for important updates from
Mrs. Shinabarger.

Get information for Bishop Mcnamara Catholic High School right on your phone—not on
handouts.

Pick a way to receive messages for Mac Band:

() tyou have a smartphone,
get push notifications.

On your Phone or Android phone,
open your web browser and go to
the following lin:

@ rmdatiomacand

Join Mac Band
rmd.at/bmacband Fulinome
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get text notifications.
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1fyoure having trouble with 81010, try Message
texting abmacband to (815) 676-4175. R
@bmacband
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Performance Uniform
Our uniform for this year will consist of a white shirt, black pants, black socks, and black shoes.  If a student shows up out of uniform, they will receive a “0” for the performance. 

This is to certify that I have received and read a copy of the Bishop McNamara High School Band Handbook and do hereby acknowledge that I understand and agree to abide by all the rules and regulations covered.  I have taken all the dates and added it to my calendar.  I know that if I do not attend each event, my grade will be affected. I assume all consequences by not abiding by the contract.  

________________________ ________ 

Student signature                
date

________________________ ________ 

Parent signature                   
date

Address

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Student Cell Phone Number (for last minute cancellations)

_________________________

Parent Cell Phone Number

_________________________

Signed up for Remind text messaging?   Yes     No                      (do so!!)      

