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A GlAnce At 
UpcominG events

Approximately 3,544 days until

she graduates from high school.

We’re making each one count.

For Alumni of St. Patrick, St. Patrick Central, Bishop McNamara High School, 
and Bishop McNamara Catholic School

Arlene Fierce, Class of 2027

Homecoming Football Game: 
Friday, September 29th 

BMCS Athletic Booster Club 
Trivia Night: 

Saturday, October 21st 
at BMCS Kankakee Site 

1st Progressive Raffle Drawing

Open House for Prospective 
High School Students: 
Sunday, October 29th

ShamROCK Fest: 
Friday, November 3rd at the 

Knights of Columbus, Kankakee 
2nd Progressive Raffle Drawing

Class of 2022 High School 
Placement Test: 

Saturday, December 2nd

Catholic Schools Week: 
Sunday, January 28th through 

Saturday, February 3rd 

Las Vegas in Bradley: 
Saturday, February 17th at 

BMCS Bradley Site 
3rd Progressive Raffle Drawing

St. Patrick’s Day Event: 
Saturday, March 17th at the 
Pub at Midtown, Manteno

34th Annual Spring 
Dinner Auction: 

Friday, May 4th at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, Kankakee  

4th and Final Progressive Raffle Drawing

High School Graduation: 
Sunday, May 20th

8th Grade Graduation: 
Thursday, May 24th

PLEASE VISIT BISHOPMAC.COM TO SEE 
COMPLETE DETAILS FOR ALL SCHOOL 

EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
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Dear Fellow Alumni,
Just as Mr. Granger 

has said, I too cannot 
believe it has been one 
year since the “new” 
Bishop McNamara 
began its first school 
year. This also means 
we have another first 
class of graduates to join our ranks as 
alumni. While we acknowledge we have 
witnessed many “firsts” happen over 
many generations, we can all say that 
we share the common bond of receiving 
a solid Catholic education. As we embark 
on year two, let us all pray for the contin-
ued success of our students, educators, 
administrators, coaches, lunch room 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT Terry Granger

FROM OUR ALUMNI PRESIDENT Terry Memenga
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Send your photos and stories 
to Sandy at 

smalpasuto@bmcss.org or 
contact her at (815) 933-7620.

Bishop McNamara Alumni,
As we begin year two of the new Bishop McNamara, I can’t help but 

reflect on all the great things that took place during year one of our new 
identity. My mind began to wander and I quickly realized that six years 
have passed since I was chosen as principal of Bishop McNamara. My 
first day as principal, I walked into school and was greeted by Jim Frogge 
’68 and Sandy (Arseneau ’67) Zullo. These are two people that I not only 

had as teachers during my student years at Bishop McNamara, but also taught side by side 
with during my tenure as a teacher. What I remember most is both of them said to me that 
very first day, “Welcome home!” 

Bishop McNamara is home. I catch myself saying that as I take new or prospective families 
on a tour of our school. It is truly a privilege to witness firsthand what happens when an 
incredibly dedicated, mission-driven faculty and staff work side by side on a daily basis 
with incredibly talented young men and women. Equally as wonderful to see, regardless 
of personal backgrounds and experiences, is our students in our school environment who 
genuinely get to know one another. They accept one another. They celebrate their successes 
together. They lean on each other when times are tough. Our students are the best and are 
educated by the best! I truly believe it!

Next, I continually have the privilege of getting to meet so many alumni from St. Patrick, 
St. Patrick Central and Bishop McNamara who have made a profound impact on what our 
school is today. I always enjoy our annual Irish Golf Classic. Each year at the outing I see Dave 
Ayers, Lee Guimond, Paul Konrath, and Dick Stack from the class of 1958. Each year, they 
remind me that they are the first football team to go undefeated and untied. I can’t wait until 
next year’s golf outing to hear them tell me the story again. In addition, when I speak to our 
alumni they invariably speak of Bishop McNamara as the place that had the most influence 
on their formation as men and women. Many of our alumni have made the realization that 
supporting Bishop McNamara is a way to give back to a community whose reach began during 
their four years of high school and extends on throughout their lives. That, too, never gets old!

As you page through this version of the Irish Update, learning of the awesome things our 
students, faculty, and alumni are accomplishing, please reflect on what Bishop McNamara 
means to you. Please realize that your continued support of Bishop McNamara means so 
much to the young men and women who are here today as well as those who have yet to 
walk our hallways. The support you give makes the journey possible for every young man and 
woman that would like to call Bishop McNamara home. As I recently heard an alumni parent 
so eloquently say, “What we do here at Bishop McNamara is a sacrifice and an expensive 
endeavor, but it is an endeavor that is so worth making.” 

Thank you for your continued support to Bishop McNamara. It, too, never gets old!
Peace, 
Terry Granger
President/Principal

staff, and maintenance workers, as they 
are all incredible! 

The Irish Alumni Association Board 
keeps busy over the summer months. 
Despite a few raindrops (o.k., it was 
heavy at times) the Irish Golf Classic 
was a huge success. This year we had 
one of our largest number of golfers at 
124. Classes were represented from 
the 1958 through 2013! In addition, we 
recently hosted The Ken Klipp Classic 
5K Run/2 Mile Walk. This year’s race 
honorees were Shawn Sullivan ’97 and 
Aimee Sims ’11. It’s always great to see 
so many alumni from near and far at these 
two summer events.

You will see that we have a record 
number of reunions happening over 

the months of September and October. 
We look forward to seeing many of 
you at homecoming which is on Friday, 
September 29th. Visit us at the alumni 
tent at the south end of the football field 
and join us at the post-game gathering for 
alumni and friends at Brookmont Bowl.

In closing, I just want to express my 
thanks to all alumni who continue to pro-
vide support spiritually, financially, and 
through volunteerism. Bishop McNamara 
is a great place because of you. The foun-
dation and memories you have created for 
all to witness will always be special ones. 

Go Irish!
Terry Memenga
President
Irish Alumni Association Board
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2 0 1 7Reunions Please join us 
for the 

Homecoming 
Celebration
of Alumni

on Friday
September 29th 

at 
Memorial Field
Visit the VIP Alumni Tent at the 
south end of the football field.

The varsity football game is at 
7:30 pm with the announcement 

of the homecoming queen 
and her court at halftime.

Join us at the “Alumni & Friends After 
Game Gathering” 

at 
Brookmont Bowl from 

9:00 p.m. until midnight with 
DJ Michael Berger ’05 of 
Rev’d up Entertainment.

On Saturday
September 30th 

come to the school for 
“Coffee in the Courtyard and School 

Tours” from 10:30 am - Noon.

Visit our website at bishopmac.com, 
join our Bishop McNamara Alumni 

Facebook page or, follow us on 
Twitter @bishopmacalumni.

The “Grand Reunion” for Irish Alumni through 1955: Sunday, September 24th - 
Mass at 10:00 am at St. Patrick’s Church in Kankakee; Luncheon at the Kankakee 
Country Club immediately following. Contact Sandy (LaMotte ’82) Malpasuto, 
Director of Alumni Relations, at smalpasuto@bmcss.org. 

The Class of 1957 - 60th Reunion: October 20th, 21st & 22nd - Gathering 
at Eddie’s Bar & Grill on the 20th; Mass at 4:00 pm at St. Patrick’s Kankakee 
with cocktails and dinner at the Knights of Columbus, Kankakee, immediately 
following on the 21st; Breakfast at the Knights of Columbus, Kankakee on the 
22nd. Contact Carol Blank Berg at gcberg60@comcast.net; Marlene LaFlamme 
Bruno at marlenebruno@att.net; Mary Provancal Denault at mad57d@comcast.net.

The Class of 1962 - 55th Reunion: September 29th & 30th – Gathering at the 
Knights of Columbus, Kankakee or the alumni tent at the football game on the 
29th; Mass at 4:00 pm at St. Patrick’s, Kankakee and gathering at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, Kankakee immediately following on the 30th. Contact Cheryl Prince 
Curran at cherriecurran@sbcglobal.net.

The Class of 1967 - 50th Reunion: Saturday, September 23rd - Visit Facebook 
page “Bishop Mac Class of 1967” or email bishopmacclassof67@yahoo.com.

The Class of 1972 - 45th Reunion: Friday, September 22nd & 23rd - Evening 
gathering at the Aroma Park Boat Club on the 22nd; Mass at 4:00 pm. at St. Patrick’s 
Church, Kankakee on the 23rd. Contact class email at bmhs1972@gmail.com. 

The Class of 1977 - 40th Reunion: September 29th & 30th - Following 
the weekend homecoming event schedule on the 29th & 30th; Evening 
gathering at Eddie’s Bar & Grill on the 30th. Contact Liz Marczak Madsen at 
lizmadsen710@comcast.net.

The Class of 1982 - 35th Reunion: September 29th & 30th. Following the 
weekend homecoming event schedule on the 29th and 30th; Evening social and 
dinner at the Train Depot in Kankakee on the 30th. Visit Facebook page “Bishop 
McNamara High School (Kankakee) Class of 1982.” Contact Suzanne Memenga 
Boudreau at boudmom@aol.com; Diane Sypult Marcotte at tankerdave379@
hotmail.com; Ron O’Connor at hawk213@hotmail.com; Veronica Ramirez Smith 
at vsmith@vandrunen.com; Marcia Roe Spinosa at mspinosa@closetos.com; 
Sandy LaMotte Malpasuto at smalpasuto@bmcss.org.

The Class of 1987 - 30th Reunion: Held their reunion on August 26th at 
Brookmont Bowl.

The Classes of 1991 (26th), 1992 (25th), 1993 (24th) Reunions: September 29th 
& 30th - Gathering at the football game on the 29th; Evening gathering at the 
Manteno Legion with entertainment by Matt Yaeger on the 30th. For complete 
details, visit Facebook page “Bishop McNamara Class of ’91, ’92, & ’93 Reunion.” 
Contact Andy Pallissard at apallissard@homestarbank.com, Gina LaMore at 
gclamore@hotmail.com, Chad Nugent at chad@nugentconstruction.com, Tiffany 
Erickson at tifferickson2003@yahoo.com.

The Class of 1997 - 20th Reunion: September 29th & 30th – Following the 
homecoming event schedule on the 29th; Gathering at the Manteno Golf Club the 
evening of the 30th. Visit Facebook page “Bishop Mac Class of 1997.” Contact 
Kati Mitchell Vaughn at vaughnkati@gmail.com.

The Class of 2007 - 10th Reunion: September 29th – Gathering at the 
homecoming tent at the football game then the Knights of Columbus, Kankakee. 
Contact Annie Provost on Facebook or by email at acprovost10@hotmail.com.
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Bishop
McNamara’s
33rd Annual

Dinner AuctionIrish
SmilingEyes

Bishop McNamara 33rd Annual Dinner Auction

When

are Bishop McNamara’s 33rd Annual Dinner 
Auction, “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” 
was held on Friday, May 5th. It was a 
wonderful evening shared by many alumni 
and friends!

Tricia and Todd ’86 Arseneau (past auction chairpersons), 
and Jeff ’83 and Cindy Mullinax

McKenna ’21, Tonya & Ryan ’86 (2017 auction chairpersons), 
Jenna ’19, and Jared ’12 O’Connor

John and Carol Vallone 
(past auction chairpersons)

SAVE THE DATE  •  May 4th  •  34th Annual Spring Dinner Auction

Mark and Kim (Crotty ’87) McDermott 
(2018 auction chairpersons)
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G   lf
 C assic

IrISH 
ALUMNI

SAVE THE DATE  •  JULY 6th  •  IRISH GOLF CLASSIC 2018

The 31st Annual Irish Golf Classic was held on Friday, July 7th at Oak Springs 
Golf Course in St. Anne, IL. Although we experienced two rain delays, we were 
very happy our golfers completed their entire round of golf. We had 124 golf 
participants this year which is one of the largest in the history of this outing. 
It was exciting to see so many alumni, current parents, and friends from near 
and far reunited again. 

Bradie Vaubel ’13 helping Pete Worth ’05 
get an arm’s length of raffle tickets.

Pat (Neville ’73) 
Chaplinski, Deb 

(Devine ’73) Rorabaugh

Andy Purcell ’92 was 
fortunate to have his 

umbrella handy.

Holy Cow! Golf in the good ‘ol Midwest!  
Patty Clancy ’82, Beth (Harris ’82) Ludwig, 
Sue Liss, Sandy (LaMotte ’82) Malpasuto

Ken Johnson ’65, Corky Johnson ’62, Bill Poole ’69, Brian Johnson ’65

Erik Johnson ’01 and Luke Johnson ’98

Blair Bennett ’03, Taylor Bennett ’06, Kim 
(Bovie ’76) Bennett, Brandi (Bennett ’00) Kaner
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Dorothy And Romy

hammes
Hall of Honor Inductees

2017 On Sunday, November 5th, the following 
will be inducted into the 

Dorothy and Romy Hammes Hall of Honor:

Jim ’68 and Maggie (Hansen ’68) Frogge

Tyjuan Hagler ’00

Sharon (Soucie ’56) Jackson

Kevin ’66 and Janis Nugent

Dale ’71 and Lynn (Devine ’72) Piggush

CONGRATULATIONS!

From the Class of ’93 - Eli Savoie, Ed Hanahan, 
Matt Antons, Nate McCue

From the Class of ’58 - Paul Konrath, Dick Stack, 
Lee Guimond, Dave Ayers

Ryan O’Connor ’86, Andy Pallissard ’92, Dave Gruber ’89, 
Chad Nugent ’91, Joel Pallissard ’88. Thanks to a winning bid 
at the auction in May, this team had Ryan as their personal 

caddy, snack provider, and beverage server!

From the Class of ’66 - Charlie Harpin, Joe Ciaccio, 
Don Mower, Leo Zinanni

Steve Ortman ’74, Dave Hansing ’64, Dan Frink ’75, Brian Rogers

Linnell and Grace Jefferson 
(current parents)

Tyler Boerschig ’09 had 
his eye on the prize!
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They are eager 
to go out 

and make a 
difference in 

the world!

Our newest alumni,the Class of 2017
graduated 

on May 21st.

Many of our 2017 graduates are children of alumni.
Bagpiper leading our graduates out of the gym after the commencement ceremony

Adam, Cambria ’17, and 
Tricia (O’Reilly ’90) Dotson

Mass Celebrant, 
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel

Jeff, Carly ’17, Erica (Provost ’89), 
and Riley ’20 Ford

Sophia ’17 and Teddy ’15 
Kohan, parents are 

Cory and Tricia 
(Verchio ’82) Kohan

Mike ’73, Alex ’17, and Keli Allegro

Laurel 
Oosterhouse ’17, 

Valedictorian
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the Class of 2017

Layla Boule ’19, Neva Boule ’17, 
and Sally (Coy ’88) O’Connor

Gina ’91, Lyle ’89 (Cade’s dad), Cade ’17, 
and Tony ’80 Turro

Pat, Mary ’17, Ellen ’11, Laurie (Hoover ’86), Max ’15, 
and Maurice ’11 Gilmore

Wade ’85, Camryn ’17, and 
Traci LeBeau

Elizabeth ’15, Jack ’17, and 
Lisa (Miller ’89) Stam

Julianne (Stauffenberg ’84) and 
Dylan ’17 Post

Carrie, Shelby ’17, and 
Darren ’91 Satuffenberg

Cole ’19, Alex ’17, Nikki (Statler ’92), 
Tori ’28, and Addi ’30 Gagnon

Stacie, Ethan ’17, Bill ’86, and 
Connor ’20 Powers

Cade Turro ’17, 
Salutatorian
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For the first time since 2011, the incoming freshman class roster is over 100 – 
it’s at 106, to be exact. The class size represents the community’s faith in the 
newly-formed Bishop McNamara Catholic School and our dedicated faculty 
and staff.

For information about enrollment, please contact Emily Skelly, Director of 
Admission, at eskelly@bmcss.org

On April 13, 2017, Bishop 
McNamara Catholic School 
proudly accepted the Daily 
Journal’s 2017 Progress Award 
for Excellence in Education. 
The Progress Awards celebrate 
the spirit of innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and business 
excellence
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The Fightin’ Irish boys’ basketball team made 
school history when they captured the 3rd place 
Class 2A IHSA title. The team was led to victory 
by head coach Adrian Provost ‘92. Refer to page 
12 for full story.

Congratulations, Irish!

Bradie Vaubel ‘13 graduated from Bishop McNamara 4 
years ago and Purdue University just a few short months 
ago. When the opportunity arose to come back to Bishop 
McNamara as a faculty member, she didn’t hesitate. Her 
personal Bishop McNamara experience holds a special 
place in her heart and she’s excited to give the same great 
experience to currect students. Bradie is joining the junior 
high faculty as the Social Studies teacher. 

Eddie Jurkovic graduated from Bishop McNamara in 2011 
and received his Masters of Education from the University of 
Notre Dame in 2017. Eddie is making is way back to 
Bishop McNamara as a member of our faculty as the high
school Communications teacher. For the past two years, 
Eddie has taught 3rd grade and felt a calling to try 
something different. He’s looking forward to working with 
his new students and making a positive impact.
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Awa r d
Recipients

Standing left to right: Coach Jerry Krieg, Broghan O’Connor ’19, Coach 
Matt Lambert ’09, Nick Barnes ’17, Tevin Watson ’17, AJ Barnes ’17, Will 
Washington ’18, Woodrow Hubbard ’18, Ariez Andrew ’17, Dylan Post ’17, 
Coach Adrian Provost ’92; Sitting left to right: Cameron Wells ’18, Ben 
Demack ’18, Jalen Chavers ’18, Dante Owens-Graves ’17, Payton Gerberding 
’19, Chris Autman-Bell ’17

RICH ZINANNI 
On April 26th the Central Officials 

Association (COA) awarded Rich Zinanni 
’65 with the 2017 Coaches Award at 
their annual banquet. Coach Zinanni was 
recognized for his lifetime of dedication 
to student athletes and football officials 
throughout the Chicagoland area. 

Rich ’65 and Jane Zinanni

SHARON (SOUCIE ’56)
JACKSON

Sharon (Soucie ’56) Jackson was honored 
with the Ray Lindner Service to Youth award 
on Thursday, May 4th by the Kankakee Area 
YMCA. The award symbolizes longtime 
service to area youth and is given at the 
YMCA annual meeting which was held at 
the Kankakee Country Club.

Sharon (Soucie ’56) Jackson 
and Kay Lindner

ADRIAN PROVOST
On July 17th, Adrian Provost ’92 was 

awarded the Caring for the Community 
Award at The Denny golf outing held at 
the Kankakee Country Club. The Dennis J. 
Smith Legacy Foundation began awarding 
the Caring for the Community Award in 
2008 to recognize people who serve the 
greater Kankakee County area with dignity 
and selflessness. The Dennis J. Smith 
Legacy Foundation generously awards 
scholarships to a substantial number of 
high school students at Bishop McNamara 
each year. 

Photo at right: Mike O’Brien ’92 
and Adrian Provost ’92

BOYS BASKETBALL 
AWARDS/RECOGNITIONS

The boys’ basketball team achieved something that has never happened before… 
a first ever trip to the final four and an IHSA Class 2A 3rd place title. Coach Adrian 
Provost ’92 says, “My family and I are honored and blessed to be a part of the Bishop 
McNamara basketball program and thank the IRISH faithful for their support. I am 
honored to be the coach at my alma mater and feel extremely blessed that these 14 
young men carried me along the historic journey of the 2016-17 final four season. 
They truly lived the “We Before Me” motto!”

In addition, the team accomplishments included: a record of 24-8 (tied for the 
most wins in a season); All-City Champions; ONU Thanksgiving Classic Champions; 
Beecher Class 2A Champions; Seneca Class 2A Champions; NIU Class 2A 
Champions; City of Kankakee Proclamation; Kankakee County Proclamation; Illinois 
House of Representative Recognition. 

Individual accomplishments included: Tevin Watson ’17 ONU Classic MVP; Chris 
Autman-Bell ’17, Dylan Post ’17, Tevin Watson ’17, Chicago Catholic League All-
Conference; AJ Barnes ’17 Chicago Catholic League All-Conference Honorable 
Mention; Chris Autman-Bell ’17 Team MVP; Chris Autman-Bell ’17 Class 2A Third 
Place Team All-State; Dylan Post ’17 Class 2A Fourth Team All-State; AJ Barnes 
’17, Chris Autman-Bell ’17, Jaelan Chavers ’17, Dylan Post ’17, Tevin Watson ’17 
Daily Journal All-Area; Dante Owens-Graves ’17 Daily Journal All Area Honorable 
Mention. Coach Provost ’92 received the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association 
Coach of the Year Award. ’
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The Irish Alumni Association unites more than 9500 alumni of St. Patrick, St. Patrick Central, 

Bishop McNamara High School, and Bishop McNamara Catholic School. Our mission is to preserve 

the heritage that shaped our school, to foster the spirit of camaraderie among alumni and to 

support the mission and development of Bishop McNamara Catholic School.

It’s Time To Get Your Ceile Calendar 
With Daily Cash raffles 

Ceile Calendars will go on sale October 17th!

 You may order one online at bishopmac.com, contact a student who attends 

Bishop McNamara, or call the Advancement Office at (815) 933-7620. 

This school fundraiser is 34 years in the making and still going strong!

IRISH UPDATE
Contributors

Thank you to everyone who contributes to help defray the 
cost of printing and mailing the Irish Update.

Rest  InPeace
Shirley Ihde Offerman ....................................1940
Ruth LaMontagne Schwartz ..........................1945
Phyllis Langellier McIntyre.............................1946
Mathilda Graveline Cashion ..........................1947
Shirley Hattenburg Regnier ...........................1947
Daniel P. Deneau .............................................1949
Gene Riberdy ..................................................1952
Joanne Kanoski Herms ..................................1952
Dallas Miller ....................................................1953
Richard Schafer ..............................................1954
Donna Honn Krizan ........................................1955
Diane Berns Guertin .......................................1957
Betty Ritter  ..................................................Friend
Bill Chigaros .................................................Friend
Edna Arseneau .............................................Friend
Jean LaGesse Azzarelli ...............................Friend
Patrick Simmons .........................................Friend
Roland Rosenboom .....................................Friend

Jeanne Provancal Regnier ...........................................................1945
Mario Sebastiani ..........................................................................1946
Richard VanDerKarr .....................................................................1948
Robert Dionne .............................................................................1948
Dennis Savoie ..............................................................................1950
Richard Gagnon ..........................................................................1953
Sharon Draude ............................................................................1953
Wayne Granger ............................................................................1962
Michael Bailey .............................................................................1963
Frank Murry .................................................................................1964
Michael Ohrt ................................................................................1965
David Anderson ...........................................................................1965
Mike LaGesse ..............................................................................1966
Kevin Nugent ...............................................................................1966
Janet Blanchette Shelly ...............................................................1971
Pat Martin ....................................................................................1978
Curt Saindon ...............................................................................1983
Kathy Mroz Saindon ....................................................................1986
Todd Arseneau ............................................................................1986

LOCATING OUr ALUMNI
Won’t you please help us in updating our alumni addresses?
Many young alumni are still listed under their parent’s 
address in our database. We would love to send the Irish 
Update to their current home. Please provide us with updated 
address information by emailing us at melliott@bmcss.org, 
lgerth@bmcss.org, or by calling the Advancement Office at 
(815) 933-7620 with updated information. 

Visit our school website at  bishopmac.com

Follow us on our alumni Twitter page 
@bishopmacalumni

Like us on Facebook by searching for 
Bishop McNamara Catholic School Alumni

We Are Right At Your Fingertips!

MISSION STATEMENT
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The 4th Annual Ken Klipp Classic 5K Run/2 Mile Walk was held on Saturday, 
August 19th. Runners from near and far participated in this event. Two former 
outstanding runners were honored at this year’s race, Shawn Sullivan ’97  and 
Aimee Sims ’11.

The Irish Alumni Association Board 
sponsored a Mass on Friday, August 19th 

prior to the fall scrimmages. 

Bill Salkeld ’48 and 
Teddy (Kahnt ’55) Brosseau

Tom ’56 and Maureen O’Connor, 
Broghan O’Connor ’19

2017 Race Honorees Aimee Simms ’11 (left) 
and Shawn Sullivan ’97 (right) 

with Ken Klipp (center)
David Marsalli ’80 and 

Drew Parsons ’01

Judy (Romary ’57) Kilbride and 
Charlene (Lahners ’67) Klipp

Rachel Breault ’12 and 
Laura (Breault ’97) Andersen
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Mike and Alison 
Arocha

Alison Kresl ’08 and Mike Arocha ’07 
were married on October 1, 2016, with 
the ceremony and reception held at 
CD & ME in Frankfort, IL. Alison was 
walked down the aisle by her brother, 
Jack Kresl ’03. The following Bishop 
McNamara alumni were in the wedding 
party: Groomsmen - Matt Williams ’07 
(best man), Justin Beaupre ’07, Jor-
dan Jaenicke ’08, Bryan Beckner ’06, 
Jase Goodrich ’07, Jon Bovie ’07, and 
Spencer Barr ’08; Bridesmaids - Ellen 
(Kresl ’06) Beckner (matron of honor), 
Katy Kresl ’03 (maid of honor), Brit-
tany Hasselbring ’08, Jenna Goodrich 
’07, and Laura Schmidt ’08. Alison 
is the daughter of Candi and the 
late Jim Kresl and Mike is the 
son of George ’74 and 
Beth Arocha. Alison 
works at Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital 
as a neonatal intensive 
care unit nurse. Mike 
is a business devel-
opment executive at 
R.R. Donnelley. They 
reside in Chicago.

Dave and Anya 
Baron 

Dave Baron ’02 and Anya Hurtado were 
married on February 4, 2017 at Old St. 
Patrick’s Church in Chicago, followed 
by a reception at Ovation Chicago. De-
nise Baron ’06 and fellow alum Angelo 
Picucci ’02 were a part of the wedding 
party. The day after the wedding, they 
left for their honeymoon in Thailand, 
Vietnam, and Cambodia. Dave is the 
son of Dennis ’69 and Debi Baron of 
Kankakee. Anya is the daughter of Paul 
Hurtado of Tucson, Arizona, and Denise 
Hurtado of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Dave 
graduated from the University of Notre 
Dame and Harvard Law School. He is an 
attorney at Deck & Baron in Kankakee. 

Anya graduated from the University 
of Arizona and is an accounting 

and finance recruiter 
w i th  Lucas 

G ro u p  i n 
C h i c a g o . 
They reside 

in the Pilsen 
n e i g h b o r-
hood of Chi-
cago.

Derek and Jessica
 Jaenicke 

Derek Jaenicke ’05 and Jessica Yonke 
were married on October 8, 2016 at Patrick 
Haley Mansion in Joliet, IL. Jordan Jaenicke 
’08, brother of the groom, served as best 
man. Derek is the owner of Jaenicke’s 
Drive-In in Bourbonnais. Jessica graduated 
from Olivet Nazarene University and is an 
English teacher at BBCHS. Derek is the 
son of Alan and Kris (Girard ’82) Jaenicke. 
Jessica is the daughter of Jerry and Kathy 
Yonke. They reside in 
Bourbonnais.

Congratulations
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Alumni in the news
Matt Kirchman ’83 

Matt Kirchman’s class (1983) entered Bishop McNamara to the soundtrack of a new decade – Pat 
Benatar, Kool and the Gang, Prince, and The Police debuted on MTV. Their generation learned to 
drive in Geo Metros and Ford Escorts. They welcomed Carlton Fisk to the White Sox, went and saw 
Porky’s during their junior year, and in 1983 not only graduated, but witnessed the first woman in 
space and the sale of the first commercial cell phone. 

After high school, Matt went to Northern Illinois University and earned a BFA in Visual Communication. 
He used his design skills at a graphic design agency in the River North area of Chicago and eventually 
joined the team at the John G. Shedd Aquarium. The “Ocean by the Lake” was beginning its first major 
renovation since it opened in 1930, and Matt was able to contribute to the design of the exhibits featured 
in the new Oceanarium. “I really found myself there. It’s where my love of nature and my design talents 
came together in a very meaningful and useful way. I learned to read architectural drawings, sketch to scale, 
and build models of exhibits.” After the opening of the Oceanarium, he wanted to do it again… and again. 

“I decided I needed education credentials to continue working with projects like this and I wanted 
more influence on the design of the entire guest experience including content.” So he returned to 
NIU and built a contract major under the college of Curriculum and Instruction. He received a MS Ed 
in Outdoor and Experiential Education and marketed himself as an interpretive designer. He moved 
to Boston to work with an aquarium design firm and was responsible for 10 public aquariums from 
Taiwan to Denver to Long Beach. 

“The focus of my work eventually expanded and I found myself doing social, industrial, and cultural 
history museums, too.” Today, Matt is the President and Creative Director of his own museum planning 
and design agency, ObjectIDEA. His team has designed experiences in Australia, Singapore, London, 
and across the United States. He most recently opened new exhibitions at the Petersen Automotive 
Museum in Los Angeles, a new visitor education center at Walden Pond, in Concord, MA, and the latest 
permanent exhibit at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY, entitled A Whole New Ballgame. 
“It was a fantastic experience to work with that institution. And it’s great for business because nearly 
everyone has heard of the Hall of Fame and longs to visit someday.” At the exhibition opening, Matt 
got to share cocktails with George Brett and Carlton Fisk and received a lifetime membership to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

“I know now that I’m an experiential learner and that’s what I bring to my projects. My years at Bishop 
McNamara are very memorable and important for having laid this groundwork. I most enjoyed the 
classes and teachers that gave me the opportunity to express myself creatively and use my hands. I 
enjoyed Mr. Doyle’s literature and speech classes, and I did very well in biology thanks to Mr. Martell’s 
labs and fieldtrips. Wow, how I struggled in chemistry (too mathematical for this right-brainer) but Mr. 
Tutt made it very enjoyable and my lab partners (Victor, Michelle, and Lonnie) helped me through!”

Matt’s firm is currently working on new exhibitions for the Martha’s Vineyard Preservation Trust, the 
Nantucket Whaling Museum, the Museum of Indian Art and Culture in Santa Fe, the New England 
Ski Museum, and Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales, Florida. He won national awards for curating 
“Dear Boston: Messages from the Memorial” an exhibition that recognized the one-year anniversary 
of the Boston Marathon bombings. 

Matt lives with his wife, Jennifer, in historic Salem, Massachusetts. She is a professional opera singer 
and teacher of classical voice at the New England Conservatory in Boston. “Together, we get to travel 
a lot and celebrate the material and musical culture of diverse people. We love what we do.” 

Mallory Marquie ’05 
Dr. Mallory Marquie ’05, is better known to her patients as “Dr. Mal”. While completing her 

undergraduate degree at Butler University, she began working as a dental assistant and knew she 
had found her professional calling. Dr. Mal continued her education at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago College of Dentistry, where immersion in the pediatric clinic ignited her passion for treating 
children. Living in downtown Chicago for four years transformed Dr. Mal into a city-dweller and she 
headed to New York City to complete her pediatric specialty training at Montefiore Medical Center/
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in Bronx, NY. 

Dr. Mal has been recognized for her achievements throughout dental school and beyond. She was 
elected by the faculty at UIC into the Sigma chapter of Omicron Kappa Upsilon, the National Dental 
Honor Society, which recognizes students for their academic excellence, strength of character, and 
professional integrity. She was also the recipient of the American College of Dentists Outstanding 
Student Leader Award, acknowledging her scholastic achievements and potential impact on the pro-
fession of dentistry. Upon completing her specialty training at Montefiore, Dr. Mal received the Grace 
H. Lim Memorial Award for her exemplary academic performance and clinical excellence as a resident. 

During her free time, Dr. Mal enjoys spending time with family and friends, exploring different 
neighborhoods, eating her way through the NYC food scene, taking in all of the rich cultural events 
the city has to offer, and seeing as many live concerts and Broadway shows as possible!
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Karry Kerness ’86
Karry Kerness (’86) has added a new title to her resume: World Series Champion. 

Working for the Chicago Cubs had been a dream of hers ever since she knew what 
baseball and jobs were. “When I was in high school, other girls had Duran Duran and 
New Kids On The Block posters in their rooms, my walls were covered with posters of 
Ryne Sandberg and Ron Cey. I got my love of the Cubs from my Grammie Friedman. 
We used to watch games together in her living room. She would have been thrilled to 
know that they finally did it!”

After graduating from Bishop McNamara, she received her BS in Journalism from 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. She knew exactly where she wanted to go and 
what she wanted to do with her degree. She moved to Chicago, and sent her resume to 
the Chicago Cubs. Finally after months of calls and letters (this was before e-mails and 
the internet), she was called in for an interview, and was hired as an intern in the Ticket 
Office by another Bishop McNamara alumni, Jim Coffey (’81).

Twenty six years later, she is still passionate about the Cubs and is currently the 
Manager of Season Ticket Service, where on any given day, you can find her working a 
player meet and greet, (where she actually got to work with Ryne Sandberg) or roaming 
the park visiting season ticket holders. “I work with so many people from all walks of 
life, from all areas of the world, and we all share one thing in common, our love for the 
Chicago Cubs. Wrigley Field is such a special place. I am so lucky that I get to come to 
work here every day.”

Last season was one that Karry will never forget. “I never thought that the best night 
of my life would take place in Cleveland, Ohio.” Karry got to experience that magical 
Game 7 in person at Progressive Field, due the generosity of her boss, Cubs owner Tom 
Ricketts. He flew the whole front office to the World Series games on a private charter, 
and allowed them to bring a guest. Karry brought one of her good friends, high school 
classmate Betsy Fons (’86). 

“I still keep in touch with a lot of people from high school, which I think is important. 
They keep you grounded when your head gets a little too big. You should never forget 
where you came from.” 

Jennifer (Kilbride ’86) Range
After high school, Jennifer (Kilbride ’86) Range attended Illinois Benedictine College 

in Lisle, IL. She received her bachelor of arts degree in political science. Later, she 
attended Northern Illinois University and earned her teaching certificate. She has been 
married to her husband, Mike, for 26 years. They have 4 children; James - 25, Scott - 
23, Joseph - 20 and Brigid - 17. They have lived in Highland, IL for the past 14 years. 
Until this past May, she was a special education teacher at Edwardsville High School 
in Edwardsville, IL. 

Their son Scott was diagnosed with autism 
when he was 2 1/2 years old. Now that he is 
an adult, they began looking for an opportunity 
so they could better take care of him. Last 
September Jennifer found information on a 
gym that caters to children with disabilities, 
but is open for all children. Jennifer says, “This 
seemed like the perfect venture for our family. I 
resigned my teaching position and on June 24th 
we opened We Rock the Spectrum Edwardsville, 
a gym for ALL kids. Scott comes with me to work 
and helps in the gym. It has been a wonderful 
last few months. This gym not only provides the 
sensory input that children with special needs 
seek but also provides inclusive opportunities. 
Every day I watch typical children playing with 
children with special needs. They are building 
understanding and friendships and it makes me 
incredibly proud.” 

Visit werockthespectrum.com or, contact Jennifer 
at info@werockthespectrumedwardsville.com to 
learn more.

Back row left to right: Kevin McGovern, Christine (Kilbride ’87) McGovern, Mike Range, Judy (Romary ’57) Kilbride, Gerald 
Kilbride ’56, Brigid Range, James Range, Jess Meyer, Mary Kilbride ’89; Middle row: Elaina Sais, Jennifer (Kilbride ’86) 
Range, Scott Range, Joseph Range; Sitting: Elyse Sais, Elizabeth Sais
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1989 
The final “Ringo” golf outing in memory 
of Richard Regnier was held on Sunday, 
August 6th at the Kankakee Country Club. 
The Ringo began in 2008, one year after 
Dick’s passing. Proceeds from this event 
provide scholarships for high school 
students at Bishop McNamara. Fellow 
alumni and friends enjoyed a wonderful 
morning of golf, followed by a luncheon.

Dave ’89 and Sandra Regnier

1993 
On June 4th at Navy Pier, Chris Ruder 
’93, was recognized as an Ernst & Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year Finalist. 

Patrick Kennedy ’90, Tim Kennedy ’90, 
Chris Ruder ’93, and Adam Ruder ’97

1998 
Andrew Suprenant 
’98 is an innovation 
specialist and product 
manager at 18F, an of-
fice within the General 
Services Administra-
tion that works with 
federal agencies to 
deliver efficient, easy-to-use digital ser-
vices using modern software practices. 
He is currently working on cloud.gov, 
a platform as a service for government 
teams. Andrew received his bachelor of 

A l u m n i 
N e w s  &  N o t e s

1955 - 2017
On June 4th, 3 generations of family gathered to celebrate the graduation of Ethan 
Powers ’17.

Sandra (Azzarelli ’59) Girard, Francis Girard ’57, Frances (Raspolich ’61) Powers, 
Joyce Raspolich ’65, Raymond Raspolich ’72, Katie Raspolich ’15, Noah Clyden 
’08, Sara (Clyden ’97) Mulcahy, Whitney (Clyden ’02) Williams, Naomi (Clyden 
’05) LaMarr, Joshua Clyden ’98, William Powers, Jr. ’86, Ethan Powers ’17, and 
Michael Powers ’98

1963 
At their 40th Class Reunion, the “Goddesses Girls of 1963,” decided to get together 
each year to celebrate life. Myra (O’Connor ’63) Taborek planned their first trip to 
Sanibel, Florida in April of 2004. In April of 2010, Myra passed away after 5 of them 
spent the day with her on their way to St. Augustine, Florida. Their vacations continue 
and are filled with laughs, playing cards, popcorn, and fudge. The Goddesses Girls set 
up a memorial fund in memory of their dear friend, Myra, to provide aid to a student 
who may need assistance due to a family member with cancer.

The Goddesses Girls of 
1963 are photographed 
in May of 2017 in San 
Geronimo, CA: Nancy 
(Williams) Olsen, Kay 
(Porter) Thrasher, Donna 
(Carpenter) Powers, Bar-
bara (Bergeron) Juron, 
Connie Brouillette, and 
Joyce (Fraser) Krutilla 

The Goddesses Girls of 1963 are photographed in 2006 at Hilton Head, South 
Carolina: The late Myra (O’Connor) Taborek, Cheryl Burns, Maureen Waindle, 
Cindy Judy, Joyce (Fraser) Krutilla, Mary Kay (Williams) Long, Connie Brouillette, 
Nancy (Williams) Olsen, Barbara (Bergeron) Juron, Kay (Porter) Thrasher, and 
Donna (Carpenter) Powers 
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softball team. Her job in the military will 
be military police. She will attend military 
police school from January through April 
in Missouri and will then go to a duty 
station for 3 years.

science degree in communications from 
Northwestern University. The 18F head-
quarters is located in Washington, DC. 
Andrew works from the regional office in 
Chicago. Previously, he produced web-
sites and media, including works for Chi-
cago’s Kartemquin Films and the late film 
critic Roger Ebert. He currently resides 
in the Ukrainian Village neighborhood in 
Chicago.

2004 
Riverside Healthcare 
named Kyle Benoit 
’04 to the position 
of Vice President of 
Operations for areas 
under his leadership. 
In his new role, Benoit 
will be responsible 
fo r  the  s t ra tegy, 
operational execution 

and growth for facilities development, 
maintenance and construction. This role 
combines responsibilities from his previous 
position as Vice President of Clinical 
Services in which he guides ambulance, 
emergency, cardiovascular, surgical, 
perioperative, imaging, neurosciences 
and laboratory services.  
 Benoit joined Riverside in February 2014 

as Vice President of Surgical and Interven-
tional Services. Prior to Riverside, Benoit 
served as Director of Perioperative Ser-
vices at University of Illinois Hospital and 
Health System in Chicago. He received 
his Master’s degree in Healthcare Admin-
istration from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. He is a member of the American 
College of Healthcare Executives. 

Kyle serves as vice president on the 
Bishop McNamara Catholic School Board 
of Directors. He and his wife Danielle 
(Vollmer ’04) Benoit are the chairpersons 
of Bishop McNamara’s ShamROCK Fest 
this fall. Kyle also serves on the United 
Way of Kankakee and Iroquois County 
Board of Directors. They reside in Bour-
bonnais with their four young children. 

2008 
On June 6th, Brandi Branka ’08, who 
currently resides in Fairview Heights, IL, 
made her PWBA TV debut at the Qubi-
caAMF PWBA Sonoma County Open as 
the no. 2 seed. The finals aired on CBS 
Sports Network. Brandi was defeated in 
the finals by Rocio Restrepo (203-168) 
of Louisville, Ohio, who earned her 3rd 
PWBA title. Brandi earned the spot in the 
finals by defeating Shannon Pluhowski 
of Dayton, Ohio, 211-197. She has been 

competing on the PWBA tour for 3 years. 
Brandi is starting her 4th year as head 
women’s bowling coach at NCAA Div II 
Maryville University in St. Louis, MO. 

2013 
On May 27th, Alee Rashenskas ’13, 
graduated from the United States Military 
Academy, West Point. She received her 
diploma from General James Mattis, 
United States Secretary of Defense. On 
the same day, she had a commissioning 
ceremony where she was promoted 
to 2nd lieutenant. Alee was given the 
highest athletic award for senior girls, the 
Army Athletic Association Award (Triple 
A). She was a stand-out softball player 
all 4 years as well as team captain. For 
6 months, Alee is working as the director 
of operations for the Army West Point 

WHO: Bishop McNamara Alumni
WHAT: The Bishop McNamara Irish Alumni Association will be hosting a Pregame Party

WHY: Gather before the Fightin’ Irish vs. Hope Academy Football Game / Kickoff: 7:30 pm
WHEN: Friday, October 20, 2017 from 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm

WHERE: The Wise Owl: 324 S. Racine Avenue, Chicago, Illinois
For more information, contact: 

Sandy Malpasuto, Director of Alumni Relations at smalpasuto@bmcss.org
bishopmac.com
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On Monday, August 14th, all faculty and staff from 
pre-K through high school reunited for the day 

to prepare for the students’ arrival back to school. 

They couldn’t wait to see all the smiling faces 
return for what will be a great school year at

Bishop McNamara Catholic School!


